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A gift basket of fine wine, fancy 
cheeses and gourmet delicasies (selection 
size and quantity to your tastes) can 
say a lot: "Thanks for the favor”; 
"Just thinking of you"; "Congratulations. 



THE 
WINE 
BARREL 
DELI 


Bishop’s finest foods and spirits • Imports • 3100 West Line Street 


You can put them 
together yourself at 


Come in to the Wine Barrel and make 
your choices. You can count on quality, 
and you will be happily surprised at 
just how inexpensive it can be to 

say hello to a friend. No special 
occasion required... 


Exquisite California & 
Imported Wines 


Why wait for a holiday? 
Thoughtfulness is anytime, and 
you can make anytime a 
special occasion. 
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HANDLE 
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ON THEIR FUTURE 
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YOUR FUTURE 


He lives in a palace; we have a housing shortage. He 
. has a fleet of Rolls-Royces and Caddies; many of us 
drive "economy cars." He has made billions (mostly 
off of us)-and how did your tax-devoured paycheck 
look last month? Worse still, he actually holds the 
control over the very future of the Eastern Sierra, although a lot of people are ignoran 
of that fact - or refuse to accept it . He has that power because he controls the price 
and the availability of oil and therefore gasoline. Ours is almost entirely a tourist-bas¬ 
ed economy. When the gas runs out, is rationed, or becomes too expensive, people from the 
southland will look for other vacation spots closer to home. (Surveys already show that, 
overall, business is down by 20-25% in the two counties due directl u to gasoline costs 
- and we don't even have a "crisis'". It's a certainty that the Eastern Sierra is going to 
have to become independent; it will have to p romote and encoura ge non-polluting industry 
and j ob-creatin g production. We now have a choice, but we have to work fast: We can allow 
the "no-Growth” people - and this guy - to control our economy - or we can start now to 
do it ourselves. Write to your officials, call them. Your job, your futurs r is at stake. 


Grow 
with us. 


CAL-TRON 


BISHOP 873-8491 



























YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


IN THE ALABAKAS, 

A BEST BUY : 

Under construction on three acres in the 
Alabama Hi 11s...Buy now and contractor 
will finish to your specifications. 


LARGE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY. Located on 
Main Street in Lone Pine. Please call 
for detai1s. 


Call 876-4121 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 

Pat Roberts, Lynne Kaunert, 


QnluiK 
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associates 


We’re Here For You. 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 
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Put your feet 
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prices <yo 
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Now, for a limited time, you can buy that 
comfortable chair you’ve always dreamed 
of at a substantial SAVINGS!!! 


Rendon furniture 
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FORUM. 




The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 

lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 531, Independence, California 93526. 


John Heston, editor 


"GOODNESS AND TRUTH" 

- AND "WALLY'S VIEW" 

Dear Editor - 

I want to thank you for 
"Wally's View." I am so appre¬ 
ciative of your standards. I 
hated to see the Muckraker go 
under, but thank goodness and 
truth, there are people like 
you. 

Patricia A. Gilbert 
Mammoth Lakes 

(Editor 's note: The Muckrak¬ 
er did not specifically "go 
under"; it was, in fact, at the 
peak of its popularity and was 
enjoying its greatest support 
when publisher Wally Charles¬ 
ton decided to join the News- 
Letter $tciff, making possible 
News-Letter's expansion into 
Mono County . The editor hopes 
to liye up to reader Gilbert's 
standards.L 

****** 

IN A WORD, 

NO-MO MONO 

Dear Benett - 

I thought of something you 
may want to include in your 
News-Letter. It might help the 
cause of environmentalists' 
causes regarding Mono Lake: 
"DON'T CHANGE MONO LAKE TO NO- 
MO LAKE" 

I thought of it the other 
day and hadn't heard it before. 
It just might be enough of a 
slogan to help the lake situa¬ 
tion. 

R.A. Karras 
Bishop 

(Editor's note: If indeed 
the Mono issue could be decid¬ 
ed with slogans yours would be 
included with the heavy artil¬ 
lery. Alas, such is not the 
case, but the Mono people may 
pick up on it anyway . Thanks 
for writing - B.K.) 

****** 

WITH A LITTLE HELP, • 

THEY BOUGHT THE TOWN 

Dear Ms. Kessler - 

Thank you for the mention in 
"Notes from B.K." 

The news from here is that 
Araargosa Opera House, Inc. has 
bought Death Valley Junction. 
Escrow closed on Jan. 31. 

A listing under the National 
Register of Historic Places has 
been applied for, is presently 


being considered and registra¬ 
tion is expected in March. With 
Death Valley Junction recogniz¬ 
ed as a national historic dis¬ 
trict we will begin restoration 
of the buildings and create a 
desert campus and study center 
for arts and natural sciences. 
The firm of Appleton/Phelps 
Architects, Inc. (L.A.) has 
been engaged to help us with 
budgeting the project and or¬ 
dering priorities and restora¬ 
tion. 

Tom Williams 

Death Valley 

Junction 


****** 



...AND MORE 
ABOUT WALLY 

Dear Wally - 

Glad your field of endeavor 
has joined with Heston. He's 
done a good job in Inyo County 
and has a pretty good follow¬ 
ing. 

I got a good chuckle about 
the comparison of Carter di¬ 
vesting himself of the peanut 
business, to relatives, when he 
took over the presidency. The 
big difference between Carter 
and Hanson is the government 
did not buy the peanut business 
as Mono County bought - or is 
attempting to buy - the airport 
(Page 8 of your January News- 
Letter) . 


It's common knowledge that 
Mr. Schiller, as mentioned by 
Lawyer Willis Smith, came into 
the picture about a year after 
the fact. Misleading informa¬ 
tion must be released by Han¬ 
son's attorney, or he wouldn't 
be doing his job. 

I don't think the attorney 
general's office would have 
recommended the indictment if 
he didn't have pretty good in¬ 
formation coupled with facts, 
not here-say. 

Keep up the good work. Now 
is the time to bear down on the 
problem to push it over the top. 

W.W. "Bill" Hastings 
Mammoth-June Lake 
Airport, Mammoth Lakes 

(Editor's note: The dditor 
thanks reader Hastings for his 
support, but also reminds him 
that the grand jury did not 
specifically "indict" Supervi¬ 
sor Hanson. News-Letter intends 
to continue its interest and 
enquiry into the Mono County 
issues, and readers will find 
an updated report in this edi¬ 
tion . / 

****** 

Dear Wally - 

"The Muckraker is dead - 
Long live the Muckraker.'" 

My letter is regard to the 
item in your News-Letter of 
January, re: The Arlberg and 
Nick Pavlovich. 

While it may be true that 
Mr. Pavlovich did violate the 
county building statutes and 
that the boards of supervisors 
and our DA have a right to halt 
and perhaps cause a total re¬ 
building, I wonder if the D.A. 
and the board have even consid¬ 
ered such action as hurting the 
employees of the Arlberg? 

If there are problems with 
building permits (or Nick's 
membership on the water board), 
then let the D.A. get with Nick 
and get them over with, and 
stop the unnecessary hardships 
on the employees. 

With our board of supes and 
our D.A. under so much fire re¬ 
cently, it would seem to me 
that this issue is so minute 
that it wouldn't take much time 
and/or effort to clear it up so 
that the employees could get on 
with making an honest living. 

What about it Wally? 

Norman Ross 

Mammoth Lakes 
****** 
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FORUM cont, 

NEWS-LETTER'S 
TRAILER PARK 
PHOTO MIXUP 

In a telephone call to the 
News-Letter last week, it came 
to light that "a number" of 
tenants at a Bishop mobile home 
park owned by Bob George were 
afraid they were being suddenly 
evicted. George said that a few 
of these had already begun look¬ 
ing for new quarters. 

The cause of their sudden 
concern? - A photograph of 
George's trailer park published 
in the January edition of the 
News-Letter, along with a story 
about an entirely different 
trailer park, this one owned by 
Richard and Kirk Wagner who were 
reported as raising rents and 
evicting tenants in order to 
make room for another develop¬ 
ment they planned for the pre¬ 
sent trailer area. 

Acting on information pro¬ 
vided the News-Letter in get¬ 
ting the eviction story, News- 
Letter Editor John Heston pho¬ 
tographed George's, not Wag¬ 
ner's, mobile home park, and 
the incorrectly identified pho¬ 
to accompanied a story in the 
News-Letter "News Briefs" col¬ 
umns. George told News-Letter 
that "There is a trailer park 
located immediately behind 
ours." The telephone directory 
lists George's address as 333 
Sierra St., and Kirk Wagner's 
at 395 Sierra. 

George said that some of his 
tenants, alarmed by the photo, 
had already started looking for 
"another place to live," and 
that some of them thought per¬ 
haps that George had sold his 


own trailer park to Wagner. 
George said that the Wagner 
park cannot be seen in the pho¬ 
tograph. 

News-Letter found itself 
plainly in error. George said 
he was contacting his attorney 
and that he was not seeking a 
retraction or correction. 

However, in a rather belat¬ 
ed effort at accuracy - and to 
reassure George's tenants - 
News-Letter wants to call at¬ 
tention to the error of photo¬ 
graphy, and to express its re¬ 
grets and its apologies to 
George and to his tenants who 
suffered undue concern. 

****** 

RUSSIAN GOLD, “TIME" 

AND "READER'S DIGEST" 

Dear "BK" 

Although I have long enjoyed 
your literary style, I was 
somewhat startled at your com¬ 
ment re: Russian gold produc¬ 
tion. To check my recollection, 
I examined my Readers' Digest 
Year Book (1977) and the table 
is reproduced on the reverse. 

Of course, it is not a 1980 
table and you may wish to ex¬ 
amine more recent and reliable 
data. I am somewhat dubious, 
however, that the Soviets could 
somehow vault into second place 
in 2 years. Incidentally, it is 
my recollection that the Sovi¬ 
ets were the world's leading 
producers of platinum about 25 
years ago. 

Now - if you would be so in¬ 
terested, look at other produc¬ 
tion statistics in the table.. 
Note how the Soviets are now 
right in there with us in many 
real industrial basics such as 
petroleum, coal, steel, elec¬ 


tricity - to name only a few. 
This is a graphic illustration 
of what our socialistic, anti¬ 
freedom government has "achiev¬ 
ed" in this great country of 
ours in less than 50 years. 

Unless we wise up pronto, 
we'll dang well be "tail- 
enders." 

Peter Geshell 
Retired Mining 
Engineer 
Lone Pine 

(editor's note: Reader Ges¬ 
hell accompanies his letter 
with a clipping from a Reader's 
Digest table of statistics 
which excludes entirely USSR 
gold production and which lists 
South Africa as largest produc¬ 
er, followed by Canada, then 
the United States. News-Letter's 
B.K. had read that Russia is a 
"second largest" producer from 
a recent article in Time Maga¬ 
zine. As for Reader Geshell*s 
other comments, News-Letter 
finds itself generally in agree¬ 
ment .; a 


SPEAK YOUR PIECE, 


The News-Letter welcomes 
letters from readers - es¬ 
pecially those who hold a 
view at variance with News- 
Letter’s own . News-Letter 
wants its Forum Page to he 
a marketplace of competing 
ideas . So speak your piece ; 
it will he given a hearing 
here ... .3ut be brief and 
to the point . 

- The editor 


GEORGE’S, NOT WAGNER’S, PARK 



» ... < • ......«r .. 

r -a; " a* , v ., , #/- v ^ 'e c>^P^ 

"...published along with a story about an entirely different trailer park ..." 
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—News briefs 

MANY OF THF GPANn .lllDY'C PHA 


SUMMARIZING THE INYO-MONO NEWS 


MANY OF THE GRAND JURY'S CHARGES DISMISSED; MAMMOTH'S AIRPORT ISSUE STILL UP 
IN THE AIR; THE EASTERN SIERRA WEATHERS THE WEATHER; AND A STRIKE AT SCHAT'S 



BULLETINS: 

Teamster interest in 
the Eastern Sierra 

Following a trip to Mammoth 
Mountain , Teamster's Union 
Business Agent Joe Jahard of 
Lancaster said his union will 
not "push" mountain employees 
to join his union, that the 
union will wait for the work¬ 
ers to approach the union - 
but that the teamsters are in 
fact hoping to organize the 
ski resort . Jahard said his 
union has statistics indica¬ 
ting that Mammoth has an ex¬ 
tremely high cost of living 
index, and "very low wages." 
He called his visit "explor¬ 
atory ." 

***** 

Help for DWP water 
cutoff victims 

Lone Pine's multi-million - 
naire-philanthropistLouis 
St at ham said his private wa¬ 
ter source, a well, will be 
made available for any per¬ 
son whose water service is 
cut off due to refusal to 
pay metered rates . A commi¬ 
ttee has plans to secure a 
tank truck for water deliv¬ 
eries . 

*** ** 


CUTTING QUICKLY AND SURELY 
through a complexity of grand 
jury accusations made against 
two Mono County officials, a 
Fresno judge centered on what 
he apparently considered the 
relevant question in the Mam¬ 
moth Airport issue: Was Super¬ 
visor Gene Hanson in conflict 
of interest when, as a stock¬ 
holder in the airport, he coun¬ 
selled sale of the airport to 
the county? 

Late in the month, Judge 
Blaine Petit acted swiftly to 
dismiss all of the jury's ac¬ 
cusations against long-time 
District Attorney Ed Denton. 
Denton had been accused of 
having knowledge of Hanson's 
airport interests and, as the 
county's counsel, should have 
advised the county administra¬ 
tion about a possible conflict 
of interest. The grand jury had 
accused him of no less than 
dereliction of duty. Under the 
judge's ruling Denton emerges 
from the conflict free and 
clear, completely exonerated 
from wrong-doing. Some of his 
accusers had privately admitted 
that any case against him had 
been pretty thin to start with. 


The judge also dismissed all 
but three of the dozen accusa¬ 
tions against Hanson - but the 
remaining three amount to what 
the judge calls "some evidence 
to substantiate the possible 
charges of misconduct" on Han¬ 
son's part. Talking to a News- 
Letter reporter, Judge Petit 
stressed the point that he was 
not determining whether the 
charges were true, but only if 
the evidence was sufficient to 
justify charges against Hanson. 


The remaining charges were 


Ski tourists load at Mammoth airport. iw «.»* charleston 

The key facility served more than 60,000 of these last year. 


far from negligible: Three 
paragraphs of the grand jury's 
report alleged that (1) When 
Mono County entered into the 
purchase of the airport and its 
equipment, Hanson was at the 
time personally liable on a 
debt incurred on the equipment. 
"The equipment" in question 
amounted to a four-wheel-drive 
pickup then being used as a 
snowplow; (2) Hanson was at the 
time in question a stockholder 
in Mammoth Sky Lodge Corpora¬ 
tion which owned the airport, 
and that he attended Sky Lodge 
director meetings offering ad¬ 
vice on selling the airport to 
the county, and that he had 
failed to disclose properly 
his interest in Sky Lodge. 

Judge Petit confirmed that 
should a jury find the charges 
to be true that such a decision 
would result in Hanson's loss 
of office as a Mono supervisor. 
Next step in the case will be a 
preliminary hearing for Hanson, 
which Petit set for March 17 at 
Bridgeport. Despite a heavy 
docket at Fresno, Petit himself 
expects to conduct the Bridge¬ 
port hearing. He pointed out 
that a judicial council may have 
to find a judge to fill his 
place at Fresno during the Han¬ 
son hearings. 

****** 

MEANWHILE, THE MONO SUPERVI¬ 
SORS spent much of the month in 
a quandary wondering what to do 
about the airport deal. At mid¬ 
month they announced unexpected¬ 
ly that they would pull out of 
the purchase entirely. But as 
the month drew to a close they 
had come full circle on that de¬ 
cision and once again were mak¬ 
ing plans to go through with 
the purchase. In recent days 

AIRPORT UPDATE: 

This is a solution? 

By month's end , the Forest 
Service had decided to leave 
the airport open but unatr- 
tended . The Forest Service 
assumes no liability, offers 
no lights, no fuel or snow 
removal or other services . 
Meanwhile, the small airline 
Wings West has moved opera¬ 
tions to Bishop offering a 
bus service for Mammoth- 
bound passengers . 
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they went into closed executive 
session with the county's legal 
counsel to determine once again 
where the county stands. 

Meanwhile, at month's end, 
it appeared very likely that 
the airport would close down 
entirely - barring a rumored 
businessman's injunction to 
prevent it. Airport employees 
had been given notice to the 
effect that February 29 would 
be their last day at work. The 
county's prematurely installed 
furniture and property was tag¬ 
ged or moved out. The supervi¬ 
sors bleakly faced the fact 
that the decision was up to 
them - finally - as to whether 
the airport would actually 
close. 

Hanson was absent from the 
closed meeting. Mono County 
Counsel Louis Selby said that 
the board unanimously agreed 
that the Forest Service, actual 
owner of the property, "be ad¬ 
vised that the board...contin¬ 
ues to express its intentions 
to acquire... the airport." 

But it had become possible, 
suddenly, that the airport deal 
might not be as easy as previ¬ 
ously thought: Selby said it 
was his understanding that Mam¬ 
moth Sky Lodge Corporation had 
attempted to kick up the origi¬ 
nal purchase price by a whop¬ 
ping $165,000 - more than doub¬ 
ling the original price of 
$100,000 already deposited in 
an escrow account. Selby said 
the county "balked" at the new 
figure. But they would go so 
far as to pay some $5000 addi¬ 
tional, for attorney's fees. 

Forest Service District Ran¬ 
ger Dick Adams was queried 
about the airport negotiations. 
He verified that Flave George, 
president of Sky Lodge, had 
asked for more but that "it 
wasn't enough to mention." 

The reported price hike may 
have turned up because of some 
increasing indebtedness of the 
corporation itself. Adams said 
Sky Lodge owes the Forest Ser¬ 
vice back rents amounting to 
$25,000, an amount accumulated 
between 197.6 and 1978. Why had 
it not been paid? Adams said 
that Sky Lodge is already in 
debt "some $100,000 to various 
creditors." He also said that 
there is "some doubt" as to 
whether Mono County can now 
legally purchase the airport. 

In recent weeks, George had 
called a meeting at his Palos 
Verdes home, and among those 
present were Sky Lodge board 
members, Dana Johnson, Bill 
Condor, Dave McCoy Adams was 
there . Of the meeting Adams 
would only say that it "served 


to clear the air on a lot of 
matters." 

The county's special coun¬ 
sel, Charles Barrett said that 
as negotiations continue, the 
deal is "basically at an im¬ 
passe," and that the county 
still intended to move forward 
with the closure. 

Barrett would carry his 
story just so far, explaining 
that he could not, or would not 
comment on other developments 
"because they are involved with 
ongoing negotiations that could 
be involved in possible future 
litigation." 

Adams also talked with News- 
Letter's Mono representative, 
Wally Charleston. In his talk 
with Charleston he was out¬ 
spoken: Adams said essentially 
that a solution for the airport 
largely rests with Flave George 
...or with Sky Lodge Corpora¬ 
tion. Adams told Charleston: 

"all I can say is that we're 
going to do everything we can 
to keep it open. But also, on 
the other hand, I'm not going 
to let anybody blackmail me." 

He said the only way he would 
renew George's Forest Service 
permit is if he "re-does all 
the wrong." When asked what was 
wrong, Adams said "to begin 
with, he owes us $25,000 in 
back rent." 

Adams also said, "I've got a 
half a dozen people interested 
in taking over the operation of 
the airport. But nobody can take 
over the operation of the air¬ 
port as long as Flave holds 
title to most of the improve¬ 
ments . " 

When asked when those im¬ 
provements might become the 
Forest Service's, Adams said, 

"I have to give him the oppor¬ 
tunity to right his wrongs, so 
to speak. If he doesn't do that 
we have some other things that 
are available to us; To put it 
back into federal ownership and 
then we can put it back into 
county ownership." 

Adams said that it would be 
a problem to close down the 
airport temporarily then to 
open it again because there are 
"sub-standard" situations there. 

Adams said about 60,000 
people came to Mammoth by way 
of the airport last year. 

And what are the options 
open to the Forest Service in 
dealing with George? Adams is 
reported to have been studying 
those options: He can, for in¬ 
stance, terminate George's air¬ 
port use permit, placing the 
facility back into the govern¬ 
ment's control. If George has 
no permit, then the Forest Ser¬ 
vice can place him under its 


tresspass regulations. However, 
such action is unlikely if 
George is willing to "re-do all 
the wrong" claimed by the For¬ 
est Service official. 

Adams was bemoaning the fact 
that the airport deal hadn't 
gone through in the first place. 
For the delay in that, Adams 
told a News-Letter reporter at 
Independence that the purchase 
would have gone through if it 
hadn't been for Wally Charles¬ 
ton and his previous publica¬ 
tion, the "Mono Muckraker" 
which had played a large part 
in exposure of the alleged con¬ 
flict-of-interest charges lodg¬ 
ed against Hanson. Charleston 
had in fact been looking into 
the airport deal for several 
months and had been duly report¬ 
ing the situation until he clos¬ 
ed down the Muckraker to join 
the News-Letter stafji. 

****** 

Out of the Kern Kitchen, 
into an Inyo "hot spot" 

TOLD FRANKLY THAT ANY JOB as 
Inyo's planning director might 
put him in a "political hot 
spot," Planning Director ap¬ 
pointee Ted Hilton took it all 
in stride. After all, as he 
pointed out to the supervisors 
that were hiring him, things 
hadn't been any bed of roses 
over in Kern County either. 
That's where he and his staff 
of 50 have been battling not 



Planning Director Hilton 

here "for personal reasons I: 


only the politics of Bakers¬ 
field and Kern County, but also 
a lawsuit by the Sierra Club. 
"I've had pressures where I am 
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Attorney at Law 
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(714) 934-3419 
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now," he told the supervisors, 
and then, paraphrasing a former 
US president, he added: "If you 
can't stand the heat, get out 
of the kitchen." 

Getting out of the kitchen 
is exactly what Hilton, 48, is 
doing. He had been quietly talk¬ 
ing to the Inyo board and his 
plans to come here as planning 
director were largely unknown 
to the supervisors in Kern - 
until a call by a reporter 
inadvertently tipped them off. 
What exactly is the "heat" in 
the -Kern kitchen? Hilton said 
his reasons for wanting to come 
to Inyo are several . "I want to 
come up here for personal rea¬ 
sons. I like to fish and hunt 
and to be outdoors. My wife has 
developed an allergy in the 
Bakersfield area due to air 
pollution." Also, as Hilton ex¬ 
plained it, his job in Kern has 
been "purely administrative," 
and that he would prefer to 
"get back into planning." 

Some Kern officials were al¬ 
so giving out to any who would 
listen their' own version of 
Hilton's problems in Kern. The 
Kern issues came to light when 
an anonymous letter writer for¬ 
warded to the News-Letter a 
clipping from a Bakersfield 
newspaper. The newspaper relat¬ 
ed that sometime in January 
"two Kern supervisors publicly 
asked Hilton to resign because 
of delays in completing a new 
general plan. The two supervi¬ 
sors ... claimed that a lack of 
leadership by Hilton caused the 
delay." 

If the Kern supervisors were 
to be believed, it would appear 
that Kern County was having • 
precisely the same problems - 
general plan delays and lack of 
leadership - that Inyo has en¬ 
dured for years - the same 
prbblems in fact that got Hil¬ 
ton's Inyo predecessor fired. 

Were the local supervisors 
concerned that their selection 
of a planning director may be 
bringing about a continuation 
of an old problem? They were 
made aware in news items and, 
probably, in private conversa¬ 
tions, that the Kern plan was 
to have been completed last 
June and is now held up at 
least until next December. They 
also were aware that the Kern 
county administrator had indi¬ 
cated that Hilton's job there 
depended on "how he puts this 
(the Kern GP) together." 

Apparently, the Inyo admin¬ 
istration was unconcerned about 
any questions raised concerning 
Hilton's past performance. And 
they could refer to the words 


of the Kern County supervisors' 
chairman, John Mitchell: "He is 
a good man. I would say that 
Hilton could be a planning di¬ 
rector in a county your size." 
Mitchell also explained some of 
Hilton's problems at Bakers¬ 
field: The Bakersfield planning 
department had lured away some 
of Hilton's best technicians. 

In any case, the new Inyo 
planning director will begin 
his task - and the lagging In¬ 
yo general plan update - some¬ 
time in mid-March. Taking on 
Inyo County and what Inyo Sup¬ 
ervisor Richard McDonald called 
a "political hot spot," will 
cost him a $6000 cut in salary; 
Here he will be making about 
$28,000 per year; Kern County 

paid $34,000. 

****** 

A new look for the 
old McGee Creek Inn 

YEARS AGO, before they went 
broke as leaders in the Owens 
Valley water fight with Los An¬ 
geles, Bishop's Watterson broth¬ 
ers, the bankers, had their eye 
on developing a community on 
McGee Creek, an area overlooking 
what is now Crowley Lake. After 
the downfall of the Wattersons 
the idea lingered on, but with 
little progress. Finally, 
around 1929, some of the Arcu- 
larius Ranch people promoted the 
idea and the then-plush hostel¬ 
ry, McGee Creek Inn, was built. 
Over the years it became a pop¬ 
ular tourist spot. During the 
time the Mammoth ski facility 
was under construction it be¬ 
came a semi-permanent home for 
the McCoy people. Its fortunes 
waned, however, as the new free¬ 
way was completed, leaving the 
old highway virtually deserted. 
Its last owner was Alice Stark. 
Now, the McGee Creek Inn shows 
some promise of a rebirth; some 
travellers, irked by crowded 
tourist resorts, are looking for 
places off the beaten path. Its 
just that sort of establishment 
- a first class one, it is 
claimed - that the new owner 
Dan Cassells has in mind. Cas¬ 
sells, a builder who came to 
the area from Idaho, says his 
purchase of McGee Creek Inn was 
still in escrow in February, 
that he was leasing the place 
from Stark, and moving right a- 
head with remodeling plans. 

"I'll bring it up to code, and 
up to Mammoth standards," he 
says. Included in Cassell's 
plans will be renovation of the 
inn, a bar and a restaurant. He 
offered no specific date for Mc¬ 
Gee Creek Inn's reopening. 

News Briefs continued P 10 
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Attention. ? 

RESIDENTS OF LONE PINE, INDEPENDENCE, 
BIG PINE AND LAWS 


THOSE METERED RATE WATER BILLS 
MAY SEEM SMALL NOW. 

DO NOT BE DECEIVED. 

REMEMBER THOSE SPRING, SUMMER AND 
FALL 'HYPOTHETICAL' METERED WATER BILLS. 
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER, WE DO NOT 
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BUT WE MUST SAVE OUR PROPERTIES AND VALLEY. 
JOIN THE METERED PAYERS' STRIKE. 
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SUPPORT THE 
METER STRIKE 
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The Whale Protection Fund 
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 
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the counter, cash, for 
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and jewelry 


103 N. MAIN 
BISHOP 


873-6980 


9 



























































































News Briefs Continued 

Groundwater ordinance: 

Getting the facts 

IN HIS EFFORTS to complete a 
feasibility study for an Inyo 
County groundwater pumping or¬ 
dinance, San Francisco environ¬ 
mental policy Consultant Pat 
Weinstein was ranging up and 
down the valley with an eye on 
DWP's groundwater pumps - and 
on the local political climate. 
He told reporters he was get¬ 
ting "varying degrees of sup-r 
port" among Inyo’s supervisors. 
"But I haven't found any again¬ 
st it." The idea for a county 
ordinance - one aimed at con¬ 
trolling DWP's drain-off of In¬ 
yo's water resources - grew in 
popularity during the summer 
confrontations with DWP. Wein¬ 
stein said late in the month 
that his report is nearly com¬ 
pleted and that he will return 
here "soon". Next step toward 
passage of an ordinance - that 
no doubt will be vigorously 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AND SAVE 

News-Letter subscription 
form on Page 39 


contested by DWP - will be a 

call for public hearings on the 
issue. 

*★★★** 

Lapplander repairs: Lodge 
may re-open in mid-March 

IT MAY BE THAT A FIRE that 
recently damaged Mammoth's pop¬ 
ular Lapplander Lodge began 
when a bus driver (busy shep¬ 
herding 80 Glendale teenagers) 
left some clothing too close to 
a room furnace. That at least 
was one of the causes suggested 
last week by Lapplander Manager 
Pat Hammond. Repairs, somewhat 
hindered by the recent storms, 
continue underway, and Hammond 
hopes to re-open some of the 
damaged parts of the lodge by 
mid-March. She and her husband, 
who manage the facility for a 
southland owner, were out of 
town when the fire broke out 
early in February causing the 
80 youngsters to be evacuated. 
All escaped unhurt, but there 
was extensive damage and the 
lodge was closed. 

* **** 

Maybe a lead balloon in 
Inyo's VSO contradictions 

IN SPITE OF OFFICIAL DENIALS 
late in February, Inyo's vete¬ 
ran's service officer Bill 


Hastings insisted that Inyo 

County was trying to close down 
the office which in recent 
years has been the center of 
more than a little controversy. 
But County Administrator John 
K. Smith, concerned perhaps 
that such reports might once 
again stir up scores of county 
veterans' groups, told report¬ 
ers that the idea is "ridicu¬ 
lous." Questioned about how 
the report got started, Smith 
explained that "I've been stop¬ 
ping in and talking to them 
(VSO personnel) about Proposi¬ 
tion 9 - about possible cut¬ 
backs in state financing. The 
VSO is a burden to the taxpay¬ 
ers in that it lets the feds 
off the hook - That's who we 
fought the war for, the feder¬ 
al government. But that's as 
far as I went with the issue. 

"I was giving Hastings some 
good advice...I would go on a 
campaign to get the state and 
the feds to pick up some of 
the costs. I don't know how he 
got the idea I wanted to close 
the office." 

But if Smith was not think¬ 
ing about closing the vets' 
office, he was making it clear 
that the administration saw it 
as a drain on county funds. 
Hastings interprets Smith's 
attitude as a first step to- 
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ward closure. "On a priority 
list of county offices," he 
said, "the VSO is at the very 
bottom. He's really telling us 
that the office is going to 
go." Hastings said he doubts 
that the VSO can get state aid. 
And he says that the county's 
veterans - who have shown them¬ 
selves to be militantly suppor¬ 
tive of the office - are be¬ 
coming alarmed. 

Among those concerned is a 
local American Legion command¬ 
er, Bill Baucum, who said he 
things the situation is "con¬ 
fused" right now with the coun¬ 
ty officials statements denying 
the rumors of closing. To Bau¬ 
cum and to the veterans that 
make up some 50% of the county 
ty's male population the office 
has proven to be a significant 
aid; Baucum points out that "as 
they grow older" they'll need 
increasing amounts of service 
and would find increasing dif¬ 
ficulty in traveling the 250- 
odd miles to another office. 
"Our isolation here makes it 
all the more important that we 
keep the office," he said. When 
asked about possible financial 
cutbacks in the upcoming bud¬ 
get, Baucum said he "under¬ 
stands" Smith's concerns, and 
that Smith is "walking a tight¬ 
rope...But our position is that 
there are priorities and ours 
is high considering the number 
of people the office serves." 


Baucum intimated that the issue 
over possible closure may in 
fact have been a "trial bal¬ 
loon" sent up by the adminis¬ 
tration to find out what re¬ 
action talk of closure would 
get. If indeed it was an admin¬ 
istration trial balloon, it 
began to appear at month's end 
that it was turning quickly in¬ 
to a lead balloon. 

****** 

A rough, wet winter? It 
is nothing like '69 

IT WAS A DRENCHING WINTER AL¬ 
RIGHT, but weather watchers who 
began talking in nostalgic 
terms or comparaisons of "the 
winter of '69" were at some 
pains to compare. In 1969, when 
roofs caved in and buildings 
collapsed under the weight of 
snow, when flood waters took 
out sections of roadways from 
Inyo to Tonopah, and when as 
one local transient recalls 
"the flood even washed out the 
pool and the baths up at Fale'.s 
Hot Springs". It had rained or 
snowed some 17-plus inches of 
moisture, as recorded at the 
Bishop weather station. The '79 
-'GO winter has so far only re¬ 
leased less than a third of 
that amount, and at Mammoth 
some nine feet of snow. A lot 
to be sure, but still no record, 

Compared to the watery prob¬ 
lems of California's southland, 


the Eastern Sierra has had easy 
going. A month's-end summary 
indicates at least one plane 
crash near Bishop; a relatively 
light number of traffic mishaps, 
some temporary flooding on the 
main highway south of the Inyo 
community of Olancha; an ava¬ 
lanche at June Lake. As a re¬ 
sult of the storms there were 
a few inconveniences: the usual 
snow removal problems in Mono; 
the closedown of a few work- 
shifts at the Bishop Union Car¬ 
bide plant; the early closing 
of some Mono banks, and - even 
the Weight Watchers club had to 
postpone a meeting at Mammoth. 

For those stuck at home in 
Inyo the rains also broke off 
much of their contact with 
others in a similar plight - 
the phone service was tempor¬ 
arily disrupted. Said Dewey 
Weatherford, manager of Bishop's 
Continental Telephone Company: 
"With extreme heat and cold, ca¬ 
bles get cracked and water gets 
in. That's our major problem. 

The air is humid. We need a few 
days of dry weather. In a cable, 
a little water affects a lot of 
people." The cable problems were 
aggravated by the winter's in¬ 
flux of tourists who by way of 
long distance phone calls were 
apparently keeping in touch with 
their flooded homeland. "Nor¬ 
mally," says Weatherford, "we 
have about three thousand phone 
customers here, but when the 


ft 
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Downhill mishap 

When Mammoth 1 s Mike McGrale 
went off to Europe with the 
US Downhill Ski Team sever¬ 
al weeks back , he had hopes 
of making it to the Olympic 
events at Lake Tlacid. Luck 
ran against him as he skied 
in a downhill event at Mor- 
zine, France . r, T was in the 
fifth race of the circuit , 11 
he ruefully recalled 3 rt when 
I crashed on the day of the 
race that was it...I caught 
an edge and felt into a big 
roll into the net. 11 Doctors 
at Tahoe operated to repair 
knee ligaments, and that e- 
timinated McGrale from ski¬ 
ing activities at least un¬ 
til June. Meanwhile, Mike r s 
at home with his parents at 
Mammoth . 




Photo: John Heston 
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skiers arrive, there are thirty 
to fifty thousand more. There 
had been reports that "90%" of 
the phones were out, but Weath¬ 
erford said only about 'six to 
eight percent' had been out at 
any one time." 

The big question - still un¬ 
answered in the minds of many 
Inyoans - concerned the continued 
operation of DWP groundwater 
pumps. L.A. and the southland 
were virtually afloat with res¬ 
ervoirs dangerously awash at 
near capacity. Why, wondered 
the locals, did DWP need more? 
****** 

AT BISHOP, Roi Ballard's 
much-publicized $5000 dinner 
for eight friends became anoth¬ 
er casualty of the rains. The 
French chef that Ballard was 
flying in from the east called 
from Las Vegas and, as a first- 
class chef, turned down any 
second-class transportation to 
Bishop. Ballard had offered a 
limousine since no plane could 
fly to Vegas from Bishop's 
storm-enshrouded airport, but 
the chef said no. He caught 
another plane out of Vegas dur¬ 
ing a break in the storm, and 
returned to Chicago. Ballard 
said the dinner, which had at¬ 
tracted television editors and 
newsmen, would have to be post¬ 
poned. Scores of pre-dinner in¬ 


vitations had gone out. "You 
can't imagine," moaned the 
would-be gourmet, "how many 
phone calls I'm going to have 
to make here just one day be¬ 
fore we were to have the party." 
But Bishop's Paradise Restaur¬ 
ant offered an emergency solu¬ 
tion: Within 18 hours the Par- 
dise staff prepared and served 
a near-identical dinner - grat¬ 
is. Only substitution:pheasant 

(alas!) instead of Cornish hen. 
****** 

Bakers go on strike 
at Schat’s Bakery 

BACK IN 1938, a modest mom- 
pop bakery operation on Bish¬ 
op's Main Street patented a 
recipe and name for what had 
become a local best-selling 
loaf of bread - "Sheepherder's 
Bread." Over the years the 
Schat family managed to parlay 
Sheepherder's into a multi- 
million-dollar operation that 
now distributes bakery products 
into literally hundreds of 
stores, including most of the 
major supermarket retail out¬ 
lets in southern California. 
Probably, it was Schat's expan¬ 
sion into the big-time that 
caught the eye of hard-lining 
union bakeries competing for 
space on L.A.'s supermarket 
shelves. 


Finally, in Febru¬ 
ary, the Bakers,Confect- 
onery and Tobacco Work¬ 
ers Union felt it could no 
longer tolerate a high quality 
line of bakery goods that sud¬ 
denly had moved competitively 
into a market of products bear¬ 
ing their union's label. The 
union was further concerned 
over the fact that Schat's 
Bishop bakery also hires undoc¬ 
umented Mexican labor -’’wet¬ 
backs." The hiring of Mexican 
aliens has long been a major 
complaint of southland unions 
who claim - with some justifi¬ 
cation - that cheap Mexican 
labor willing to work for pit¬ 
tance wages destroys the very 
foundations of union goals. 


Late in February, the union 
moved in, and some 37 of Schat's 
employees walked out of the 
Schat's plant on Bishop's Man- 
dich Lane. Since the pickets 
went up tensions and tempers, 
and a small degree of name¬ 
calling, has been on the in¬ 
crease, especially after Plant 
Manager Dan Schat quickly re¬ 
placed the striking workers 
from a long list of willing-to- 
work applicants 

As tensions rose and word of 


Continued page 40 
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Benett Kessler 


Stormy mishap 

Two days of skiing and a long drive 
in blinding rain had wearied a young 
March Air Force Base man . His three 
passengers said he fell asleep while 
driving from Mammoth , and he careen¬ 
ed off the highway north of Indepen- 
ie>ice . Volunteers were called out in 
the rainstorm to rescue him . 
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Anger is like a big eat 
who missed his prey. 

Anger is like a condor 
who was captured for tagging 
Anger is like a Brown 
that's just been caught. 
Anger is like a plant 
that’s just been stepped on. 
Anger is like a stormy day 
so mad at the around. 


Poet-teacher £va Poole talks to her class 

Cheers from the students 


At a time when parents are complaining that 
their kids can't read, there appears a bright 
new literacy in at least one county school. 
Under the direction of a lively poet-teacher 
students at Big Pine are learning to express 
themselves through poetry. 

Text and photos 
by Bobbie Bradford 


The little-known work of 
some great poet? 

It is in fact the artful 
product of an Inyo seventh gra¬ 
der named Jeff Davis. Young Da¬ 
vis and other students at Big 
Pine have recently been learn¬ 
ing about poetry - what it is, 
who writes it, how it is writ¬ 
ten; and they are writing it. 
Quite well, it would appear. 

Their studies and their sub¬ 
ject matter range far: anger to 
angels, puppies to flower pet¬ 
als, and beyond. Big Pine stu¬ 
dents from fifth grade through 
high school cover these sub¬ 
jects and more in a home-grown 
poetry book "Clouds I Can Not 
Touch." 


Who has tapped the Young¬ 
sters* hidden talents teaching 
them to reveal their feelings 
in this new (to them) way? She 
is Eva Poole, a lively young 
poet in her own right. Poole is 
a representative of California 
Poets in the Schools and in In¬ 
yo County she serves as Eastern 
Sierra co-ordinator of the pro¬ 
gram. Poole is also editor of 
an area literary journal, "The 
Deepest Valley Review." 

When Poole came into the 
schools she was met with a cer¬ 
tain wariness; poetry, after 
all, is rarely the stuff of 
which rural education is made. 
But Poole - and other writer- 
poets of the area (and there is 


an increasing number of these) 
sees the valley and the sur¬ 
rounding mountains in a special 
poet's way - an endless beauty 
about which one may lyricize. 
After her first three class 
sessions the fifth graders 
quite literally cheered when 
she walked into the classroom. 
Older students, though less-de¬ 
monstrative, responded as, 
eagerly. Most say they enjoy 
the classes she teaches. 

The poetry program was es¬ 
tablished in 1964 and operates 
as an affiliate of the poetry 
Center at San Francisco State 
University. The program's aim 
is to bring poetry into the 
lives of students at a suffi- 
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POETRY BECOMES.,,"AN ACCEPTABLE 
SUSPECT) GIFT OF AN ENIGMATIC 


ciently early age to assure 
better understanding of it la¬ 
ter. It becomes then an under¬ 
stood and acceptable form of 
expression, not the mysterious 
(and often suspect) gift of an 
enigmatic and isolated few. 

Poets in the Schools, as a 
program, has some impressive 


Photos : 

Bobbie 

Bradford 


backing: California Arts Coun¬ 
cil; the United States Office 
of Education, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, to name 
a few. On the local level, the 
program has also had some gen¬ 
erous backing: donations from 
the Louis Stathams of Lone Pine, 
the Business and Professional 


Women's Club of Big Pine, and 
Lone Pine Parents' Club. Part 
of the funds provided through 
backers will go to expand the 
program, and three more estab¬ 
lished poets will soon teach at 
other schools in the county. 

If "Clouds I Can Not Touch" 
is an indicator, Poole and the 
program have succeeded. Dra¬ 
matically. Other teachers are 
inclined to agree. They say 
Poole's own freshness and a- 
liveness is imparted to the 



The Minolta EP310 
Plain Paper Copier. 



The things that make it a dependable small-office 
copier also make it a dependable big-office copier. 


The Minolta EP 310 has two 
assets you won’t find on the 
biggest, most expensive plain 
paper copiers. 

It’s small. And it’s moderately 
priced. 

While one EP 310 is ideal as the 
only copier in a small office, 
several of them can be perfect for 
satellite locations in a large office. 

So your people can spend more 
time at their desks. And less time 
waiting in line at a distant copy 
center. 


The EP 310 gives you consis¬ 
tently high copy quality from vir¬ 
tually any original, including 
books. And it copies on virtually 
any kind of paper, including your 
letterhead. 

And since the EP 310 is often the 
only copier in a small office, 
Minolta had to make it depend¬ 
able. So we gave it an extremely 
short, straight paper path to make 
it virtually jamproof. And a self¬ 
diagnostic system that tells you the 
right thing to do if anything ever 


goes wrong. 

See the EP 310 at your Minolta 
copier dealer. It’s the small copier 
that’s as much at home in a big 
office as a small one. 


See the Minolta EP 310 at 
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Big Pine's 
young poets 
at work 

A 

demonstrative 

and vital 

teacher 

captures 

youthful 

imagination 


FORM OF EXPRESSION, NOT THE MYSTERIOUS (AND OFTEN 
AND ISOLATED FEW." 


students; an infectious atti¬ 
tude seen reflected in their 
work. 

As a writer-poet, Poole has 
conducted workshops and classes 
in poetry and creative writing 
for the Cerro Coso College Ex¬ 
tension Program at Lone Pine. 
She lends encouragement and 
support to all students, many 
of whom wish only to write for 
their own enjoyment and expres¬ 
sion, and others ambitious to 
publish. She also teaches a 


poetry class at Home Street 
School at Bishop, and makes 
herself available to anyone in¬ 
terested . 

"We hope," says one Poole 
student, "that with the expan¬ 
sion of the program more of our 
students will come to appre¬ 
ciate true freedom of expres¬ 
sion through poetry." 

Starry-eyed dream in a prac¬ 
tical world? Not necessarily, 
not when a seventh grade stu¬ 
dent can discover and articu¬ 


late anger, perhaps his own. As 
Jeff says, "Anger is like a 
brown that's just been caught." 
And haven't we all somehow 
"just been caught"? 


(Editor's note: Persons inter¬ 
ested in participating in or 
supporting Ms. Poole's work may 
contact her through P.O. Box 
" J", Independence , California 
93526) 
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Bernice 

Sorrells 

1913-1980 


BERNICE SORRELLS WAS THIRD IN LINE 
IN A FAMILY THAT HAD FOUNDED, BUILT 
AND OWNED A GROWING DESERT TOWN 


The 94-degree springs at Shoshone gush forth 
500 gallons a minute into a sunswept desert 
that is more dusty-white than sandy beige. The 
winter tourists - snowbirds, they are called by 
the locals - bring a seasonal increase to the 
town's population that ranges from about 115 to 
250. The snowbirds come for the springs and for 
the sun. To accomodate them there is a trailer 
park, a kind of sleepy country store, a service 
station, motel, a bar and a cafe, and the big 
pool fed by the springs in which they can bathe 
away some of the aches and pains. 

Without the springs there would have been 
very little reason for the existence of Sho¬ 
shone, and it was apparently that system of 
naturally flowing waters that caught the eye of 
Ralph Jacobus Fairbanks back in the late 
1800's. Probably, Fairbanks was no visionary 
pioneer consciously setting out to develop a 
town. He was a freighter and trader who pitched 
a tent near the springs and who started up a 
business hauling goods from the railhead at Ash 
Meadows with an 18-horse team. 

A community of sorts gathered around Fair¬ 
banks' operation and in 1905 it became "Sho¬ 
shone." He had a daughter, Stella, and she 
married Charles Brown, and later they owned the 
thousand-or-so acres that included the town and 
practically everthing in it. 

Brown was the number one big-name in Sho¬ 
shone, and later, the number one big-name in* 
the entire county. There was power and influ¬ 
ence in a thousand acres, no matter that the 
•population was small. He was a supervisor for 
20 years, a state senator for several terms 
enjoying positions on the state senate's foqr 
or five most influential committees, and people 
were soon naming buildings and streets and mon¬ 
uments to his memory. 

Brown had a daughter, Bernice. She was born 
just a few years after the town was establish¬ 
ed. She was off at school in Redlands when she 
met and married Maury Sorrells, a lawyer. They 
moved to northern California to start their own 
family, but then World War II came along. Sor¬ 
rells was a polio victim and the armed services 
turned him down. 

A lot of the male population in Shoshone 
left town, called into the service or to the 
defense factories that were offering good wages 
in the early 4 0's, and Brown needed help. He 
called in his son-in-law to - quite literally - 
run the town. And so Bernice came home again, 
never to leave. 

Brown saw in his daughter the intelligence, 
the vitality and the free-wheeling ideas and 
determination that he himself was known for, 
and it was Bernice perhaps more than any other 
in the family line that pushed and fought and 
hollered and politicked to get the town what 
she thought it needed: Its own school district 
which she almost personally tore away from the 
Big Pine school district (The family donated 
the land, and, before that, Brown had paid a 
teacher out of his own pocket until the county 
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Bernice and 
Maury Sor¬ 
rells help¬ 
ed to build 
and operate 
the town's 
service sta¬ 
tions. They 
had return¬ 
ed to Sho¬ 
shone to 
help out 
her father, 
Charles 
Brown. 



“...an irony to any biographical sketch about Sorrells...” 


could pick up the bill); a community building 
which is open to all, courtesy of the family; 
electric power and telephone service. 

Last week, Bernice's surviving son, Charles 
Sorrells, candidly recalled the pre-electric 
days: "Dad had installed some big generators, 
he was a diesel mechanic and knew how to make 
them work. That's where everybody got their 
power. And the town went to bed when dad did: 
He'd finish reading his Time magazine, go to 
the bathroom, shut off the generators and go 
to bed. Nobody could do much but follow his 
lead on that.” 

The Sorrells also pushed for telephone ser¬ 
vice. Until 1961, there was a single crank-type 
phone that linked up similar one-instrument 
towns like Tecopa and Death Valley Junction. 

When the caller turned the crank an operator 
answered in San Bernardino,and everybody shout¬ 
ed a lot to be heard on the line. Finally, a 
dial system came in, just a few short years af¬ 
ter electric power. 

The Sorrells also decided that their town - 
which was purchased, not inherited, from Charles 
Brown - also needed further updating. Remote 
areas needed television perhaps even more than 
did the urban folk who always had other amuse¬ 
ments. Maury Sorrells installed a translator 
system that provided the service, but, like all 
cable and translator system owners, he had 
trouble collecting for the service. (Later, 
when he died, Bernice forgave all the past in¬ 
debtedness and gave the system to the people 
of Tecopa and Shoshone; they voted an initiative 
in which property owners, the biggest of which 
was Bernice, paid the maintenance charges. The 
county now owns and operates the system.) 

And then there was the spring-fed pool, or¬ 
iginally built of railroad ties. Brown and the 
Sorrells concreted it in. The people of the 


town pitched in to do most of the work, under¬ 
written by Brown and a local mine owner. 

And there was other growth: a town airstrip 
and the county yard donated by the Sorrells 
to Inyo County. 

But a listing of all the town's growth and 
Bernice Sorrells' projects would require a 
book. Suffice it to say that the "really big" 
project in recent years was her determined 
effort to provide some sort of medical facility 
for the area. There were a lot of older people 
in town, the snowbirds, and others injured in 
accidents. And Shoshone was far away from help. 
And that fact itself provides an irony to any 
biographical sketch about Sorrells 

****** 

There are those, including her son and 
daughter, who say that if she had been able to 
complete her medical clinic project sooner, 
then the cancer that killed her might have 
been discovered early enough to have saved her 
lif e. 

She spent much of the last three years of 
her life toward bringing a clinic to her town. 
Rebuffed time and again by state and federal 
agencies and unable to pry loose enough county 
dollars to provide a real medical service, 
Bernice and her daughter, Susan Sorrells, made 
the clinic issue into a virtual crusade. A 
couple of summers ago they packed sleeping 
bags into a family station wagon and took off 
on a trip "all over California." Bernice and 
Susan visited clinics in every town and vilr 
lage, and they took notes. Their notes reveal¬ 
ed - convincingly - that Shoshone was as much, 
or more, qualified for federal and state 
grants-in-aid than many of the towns they had 
visited on their trip. They presented their 
evidence to US Senator Alan Cranston and to 

continued 
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the state representatives, Walter Stiern and 
Larry Chimbole. Finally, they got action: 
$150,000 in federal grants, another $30,000 in 
state funding. Not a lot, but enough for a 
start. Meanwhile they had set up a kind of 
clinic operation in a couple of mobile homes. 

With much of her project accomplished, 
Bernice took off on a vacation trip to China. 
She had seen much of the rest of the world in 
previous years, but China to her was an en¬ 
tirely new adventure. 

She returned in March of '79 suffering what 
she thought was some kind of intestinal prob¬ 
lem, possibly a parasite picked up in the Ori¬ 
ent. Apparently, the doctors concurred; she 
was given some medication, but it did not 
help. She made few visits to the doctors - 
They were "too far away." 

Finally, she went to the South Coast Com¬ 
munity Hospital at Laguna Beach for tests. 

They operated immediately for what had been 
diagnosed as colonic cancer. But it had spread 
to the liver. That was in April. Then came the 
treatments in the following months. 

It never occurred to the town matriarch 
that she would not "beat" the cancer. Most 
people who learned of it heard about it from 
her; there were never any complaints about 
pain or discomfort - she was not a complainer 
- and she spoke about the cancer with an ami¬ 
able detachment that was unnerving to many 
who attempted a polite avoidance of the sub¬ 
ject in her presence. She mentioned that when 
it was all over she would like to get into 
some sort of counselling to help cancer pa¬ 
tients. There was never, until the two weeks 
before her death, any external evidence that 


she was dying or even ailing. She continued to 
serve on the county's planning commission, 
continued to operate and oversee her town (She 
had hired good employees and she had set up 
for them a profit-sharing arrangement, typical 
of her populist attitudes), and showed a re¬ 
markable vitality and energy. "She would some¬ 
times come up here to attend meetings, she 
would go to dinner, maybe have a drink with 
friends, come home at midnight or one or two 
o'clock, then, as usual, get up early. She 
never seemed to tire, she was like that," said 
her writer-daughter Susan. 

By "early," Susan meant 4:30 - 5a.m. It had 
been her mother's habit to jog to the town 
pool, then do some yoga exercises, and start to 
work at around 6. It was a life-pattern rarely 
broken even in her last days. 

Then, late in January, she became ill. She 
went to Loma Linda Hospital where she died in 
early-February. "We never saw any pain in her 
eyes; she was always positive and smiling. We 
really don't know," said Susan, "if she was 
hurting or how bad. That's the way she ap¬ 
proached everything, uncomplaining." 

****** 

In a family town like Shoshone, what happens 
when the patriarch, and then the matriarch, 
passes on? 

Susan Sorrells, who for the past two years 
has been listed as one of the contributing 
writer-photographers on the News-Letter staff, 
spoke with candor: 

"Shoshone will go to my brother and me, and 
we intend to keep building. We've been working 
with Mother for the past few years. Not a lot 
will change, except more growth. 

"The clinic is established now. That's what 
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we wanted more than anything else. It will soon 
be open. There's enough money, along with dona¬ 
tions, to even build a building. We'll have a 
doctor and a nurse practitioner in the next few 
months. Too bad we couldn't have gotten this 
through quicker, but all the agencies said we 
'weren't qualified.' Well, we disproved that 
and finally got the funding we need... 

"We do have some more plans for the town - 
like solar and wind energy for everybody, for 
all the properties. And we're doing some ex¬ 
perimental things to create production of some 
sort.. . 

"For instance, we have built a catfish pond. 
A fish-farm. It's a good source of protein and 
a marketable product. Right now, we have a 
half-acre pond that will produce about fifteen- 
hundred two-and-a-half-pound catfish...It may 
be successful and if it works we will expand. • 

"The main thing we're aiming for is self- 
sufficiency. But a self-sufficiency balanced 
with esthetics. We want an attractive town. 

"My brother and I will see to that." 

****** 

Last Sunday, Bernice Sorrells was laid to 
rest in the town she moved back to as a young 
married woman. It was a simple graveside ser¬ 
vice. She was buried in the graveyard estab¬ 
lished many- years back. She will rest there 
beside about 30 of the departed townsfolk. Yes, 
the family provided the land and started the 
cemetery, too. 
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END OF THE LINE FOR A LONG CAREER 


Photos: John Heston 


LONE PINE STATION AGENT 
FIRMAN WOOD RETIRES AS THE 
S-P COMPUTERS TAKE OVER 

Finding no pine tree in a 
town named Lone Pine, Firman 
Wood started a seedling and 
planted it near the train sta¬ 
tion where he would be working 
as a Southern Pacific agent 
northeast of Lone Pine. The 
tree is still there, but the 
job is ending. The day of sta¬ 
tion agents, like the day of 
steam locomotives, is over. 

"Woody" has served as Lone 
Pine's station agent since 1956 
supervising the loading of In¬ 
yo's ore output, and the load¬ 
ing of the lava hauled down to . 


the Lone Pine railhead by truck 
Actually, Woody is a latecomer 
to Inyo railroading; the sta¬ 
tion he has lived and worked in 
was built in about 1908. The 
trains then served to supply 
equipment for the construction 
of the Los Angeles aqueduct, 
returning to L.A. with the ag¬ 
ricultural produce of the val¬ 
ley - produce that the aqueduct 
would finally destroy. 

The Lone Pine link also in¬ 
cluded the then-bustling com¬ 
munity of Keeler, and joined a 
trunk line that went into Neva¬ 
da. Woody served at Keeler be¬ 
fore coming to Lone Pine; that 
was in the time soon after 
World War II. 


What happened to the rail¬ 
roads? "Trucking," he is quick 
to answer. "That's what happen¬ 
ed." And he had been a long-time 
observer of the decline of 
American railroading; Some 
years before the war he began 
his career with the St. Louis- 
San Francisco line, working as 
a telegraph operator. 

There was a day not too many 
years ago when Southern Pacific 
followed a three-trains-a-week 
schedule into Inyo. "But busi¬ 
ness has dropped off. They're 
still taking loads out - talc, 
perlite, tungsten, copper, 
about 25-30 carloads to Mojave 
each month," hardly enough to 
justify the presence of a sta- 
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tion agent when Mojave* s com¬ 
puter systems can do the job. 

Faced with the decrease in 
business. Southern Pacific 
officials started thinking 
about cutting expenses. As 
Woody reached retirement age 
|(He is 68), they made the de- 
|cision which this past month 
|became official. Paul Garrett, 

;an assistant superintendent of 
the Los Angeles Division of 
Southern Pacific, spoke candid¬ 
ly about the realities of rail¬ 
roading: "We're in business to 
make money. We'll be filing with 
the Public Utilities Commission 
to abolish the station agent's 
job here. I've been calling all 
my freight customers to let them 
know. It will be about the last 
part of April before it's all 


ed as home for many years, and 
they were reluctant to leave. 
But the impersonal demands of 
business and profit do not al¬ 
ways cut into the lives of the 
people involved in executive 
decisions; Woody and Frances 
will remain at the station 
apartment as "caretakers" for 
as long as they like. 



Southern 
Pacific 
officials 


"We ’ve in business to make 
money. We'll be filing with 


the PUC." 


done. " 

Garrett discounted the rum¬ 
ors making the round last year, 
rumors that carried the dark 
threat of a complete pull-out 
of railroad facilities at Lone 
Pine. "We were kind of mis¬ 
quoted," he said. We have been 
making studies of our opera¬ 
tions. Woody's functions have 
been reduced since things got 
more computerized." 

Woody will not be leaving 
entirely. He and his wife, 
Frances, had earlier had some 
concern about that. The apart¬ 
ment over the station had serv- 


Paradoxically, Ms. Wood num¬ 
bers among her friends a lot of 
the people that helped to break 
the railroads - the truckers. 
From a base Citizens Band radio 
at the station she talks with 
them for hours as they drive 
through the valley. Her CB 
radio "handle," appropriately 
enough, is "Caboose." ■ 
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A 

BOMB 

FOR 

DWP 


"Whoever did it, knew what 
they were doing. All the bill¬ 
ing data, computer information. 
It was all in that office." 

After the first excited re¬ 
actions to a firebomb thrown 
into the old DWP building at 
Independence, State Fire and 
Bomb Investigator Dave Walizer 
had come into town to look over 
the damage and determine as 
best he could what the bomb was, 
how it was made and, perhaps, 
who threw it. He said at the 
start of the investigation that 
the bomb "failed to ignite be¬ 
cause it came apart. It broke 
on the floor, and the wick 
(that would have ignited it) 
fell on the desk." The investi¬ 
gator declined to give all the 
details he found. He did say 
that it was "a readily avail¬ 
able bottle," and that the fuel 
contained in it had not immedi¬ 
ately been identified. It was 
"something like" kerosene or 
diesel fuel, not the gasoline- 
oil combination contained in 
more sophisticated "Molotov 
Cocktails." The remains of the 


bomb were sent off to a labora¬ 
tory operated by California's 
department of justice for an¬ 
alysis. 

The analysis may - or may 
not - turn up fingerprints on 
the glass. Usually, fire bomb¬ 
ers pay little concern to such 
prints since any on the glass 
would presumably be destroyed 
by the ensuing explosion and 
fire. It is possible that such 
prints left with careless con¬ 
cern by the bomber could become 
a crucial part of the Indepen¬ 
dence investigation. 

The DWP building was un¬ 
guarded in the early morning 
hours in which the bomb was 
thrown - an indication in it¬ 
self that DWP remains curiously 
unconcerned - or still unaware 
- of the increasing tensions 
and anger that lie just beneath 
the surface in the minds of 
literally hundreds of resentful 
Inyo residents. As for the 
bombing incident, DWP is 
"lucky," said Walizer. "If it 
had ignited it would have taken 
a month to reconstruct every- 


A News-Letter camera 
held outside a shattered 
window reveals damage 
caused by a "Molotov 
Cocktail" firebomb. The 
bomb smashed through 
the window, landed on or 
near a desk in the DWP 
billing and records 
office, charred the 
desk and a chair and 
made a mess, but it 
failed to ignite; The 
bomb was not made of 
gasoline. 


As Inyo 

tempers 

mount.. 
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DWP repair and maintenance people went to work and the invest¬ 
igation got underway. Late last week Sheriff Floyd Barton 
said there was "nothing new" in the bombing case. Asked if 
he thinks the bombing had anything to do with DWP policies 
in Inyo County, he replied, "I have no idea. I can't 
speculate." and he said that other than the bombing there 
have been no other new vandalism reports - that one in¬ 
cident "is not an indication that a pattern of violence 
is occurring." 


Photos: 

John Heston 
Benett Kessler 


thing." He said that it was 
"jus.t a fluke" that the bomb 
did not work. In that case - at 
that hour - much of the build¬ 
ing could have been destroyed. 

Why, Walizer was asked, did 
he think the bombing occurred? 

"I have to assume that it's 

O over the controversies. I am 
surprised that they had no se¬ 
curity with the (political) cli- 
*' mate the way it is." Walizer 
e has already investigated at 

least two other arson incidents 
since the DWP controversy turned 
into a "hot war." 

The bomb had been discovered 
about 6:30 by an early-morning 
worker who told investigators 
y that he had smelled smoke from 
outside the building. Walizer 
said that the smouldering wick 
h * fire burned itself out, result¬ 
ing in damage of only about 
1 $500. Asked if he knew how many 

people might be involved, he 
said he had no way of knowing. 

Word of the bombing spread 
n through the valley much faster 

than the intended fire spread (cont.) 
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through DWP's billing offices - 
the offices where the new meter¬ 
ed billings are computed and 
forwarded to reluctant water 
bill payers. The reaction was 
frankly one of surpressed glee, 
although most people spoke pub¬ 
licly with a pretended alarm. 

All expressed disdain at such 
tactics - for the record. But 
private comments, even to news 
people, were much stronger and 
much to the point: "Sometimes 
people will try every honorable 
course they know, but if that 
doesn't get results they will do 
what they think is necessary to 
get an oppressor off their 
backs." 

"The enemy knows we're here. 
But they haven't shown one bit 
of concern about our rights or 
our needs. It's flooding in L.A. 
but if you'll check you'll see 
that the goddamned pumps are 
still going." 

And so on... endlessly. 

Apparently, the Los Angeles 
brass was becoming suddenly a- 
ware - and too late concerned — 
about the public reaction to 
their policies here. They were 
also concerned about just how 
much barely-suppressed glee was 
making the rounds over the bomb¬ 
ing. So, dealing once again with 
the forms rather than the real¬ 
ities, the DWP called on the 
board of supervisors to make of¬ 
ficial their (presumed) disap¬ 
proval: DWP requested a formal 
supervisors' decree condemning 
the bombing. Privately, DWP of¬ 
ficials called on at least one 
elected official for something 




else, too: with a nervous polite 
ness DWP inquired whether that 
official, or anybody else, might 
know if there might be "an or¬ 
ganization" behind the bombing. 

And so the supervisors - al¬ 
ways accomodating in such mat¬ 
ters - agreed to the statement. 
It was a noticeably brief one, 
but the supervisors managed to 
refer, as if they might be gag¬ 
ging over their own words, to 
the bombing incident as "an un¬ 
fortunate incident," and a 
"criminal act." They did point 
out, as long as they were at it, 
that violence of that sort might 
possibly have "a damaging and 
detrimental effect on the coun¬ 
ty's efforts to resolve our 
problems with the city." An an¬ 
alysis of the latter statement 
failed to turn up any clear in¬ 


terpretation: Would DWP possibly 
punish Inyo again because of 
what had been termed an "isolat¬ 
ed incident"? 

All the supervisors were not 
terribly happy about bowing to 
DWP's request for an official 
tongue-clucking apologia. Al¬ 
though they voted unanimously to 
make the statement - a conces¬ 
sion to DWP's sense of propri¬ 
ety - at least one had other 
comments outside the board room. 
Supervisor Richard McDonald told 
reporters that "I voted yes on 
that even though I didn't like 
the request." 

Why, he was asked. 

"Because it would have been 
one of those 'When did you quit 
beating your wife*situations. "I 
was a little miffed that they 
even have the audacity to sug- 


At Lone Pine, 
metered water 
users met and 
agreed to pay 
the "flat 
rate only," 
and to map 
strategy in 
getting 

public support 
of their 
effort. Just 
days before 
the bombing, 
someone had 
plastered a 
bumper sticker 
on DWP's front 
door (Cover). 
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gest that we would advocate vio¬ 
lence of any kind. I think that 
they shouldn't have asked for 
such a statement. It's an in¬ 
sult. Why do they need this in 
writing? I wholeheartedly object 
that they are intimating that we 
condone violence. It was in very 
bad taste." 

What in fact had triggered 
the sudden decision on the part 
of someone to hurl a bomb at 
DWP? Such violent reactions are 
not new to the valley; they are 
usually the result of total 
frustration - and due to DWP's 
punitive arrogance. It had been 
learned much earlier, for in¬ 
stance, that DWP's high-level de¬ 
cision to install water meters 
(a project shown by DWP's own 
economic feasibility studies to 
be an unprofitable investment) 
was for no reason other than to 
"punish" what amounted to a re¬ 
bellion in DWP's Inyo colonies. 
When the water bills themselves 
came along there arose a quiet, 
seething outrage, the sudden 
appearance of advertisements 
and bumper stickers calling for 
a water payer's strike. DWP 
feigned surprise at the reaction 
but DWP also knew that a slight 
increase in the so-called "flat 
rate" would probably have been 
more profitable, financially and 
otherwise, and would have met 
little or no resistance. In the 
minds of most people, the issue 
was simple: Having exhausted 
every other means to deal rea- 
sohably with DWP, ordinarily 
peaceful and complacent minds 
were turning to thoughts of 
burning. Again, it had become 
increasingly clear that DWP, and 
even some of Inyo's own offi¬ 
cials, had seriously underesti¬ 
mated the public temper. 

And in the midst of the on¬ 
going 70-year controversy, how 
was the water users' strike 
fairing? Even as the residents 
of another town (Big Pine) got 
their new metered water bills, 
there were disputed estimates 
of the number of people actual¬ 
ly refusing to pay the bills. 
Lois Wilson, spokeswoman for 
the Owens Valley Concerned Cit¬ 
izens, said that it appeared to 
her that "quite a few" people 
had joined the strike, that 
some of them were paying bills 
(at the flat rate) that were 
actually more than metered 
bills. Water connections at 
Lone Pine number around 400, 
and to urge a unity of strikers 
the committee mailed out about 
1000 letters. Some local stores 
had also distributed the let¬ 
ters . 

In ore determined show of 
strength at Big Pine an entire 


church congregation agreed to 
strike. 

But if figures released 
through DWP's Lloyd Anderson 
are to be believed, the strike 
is less successful than some of 
its leaders had hoped. Anderson 
said late in the month that of 
about 400 Lone Pine customers, 
299 had paid their bills with 
only 78 paying no more - nor 
less - than the "flat rate." 
Wilson said that calls indica¬ 
ted to her that "about 150-60 
were striking." 

And warnings continued to go 
out from DWP's Bishop office. 

In radio interviews and in re¬ 
sponse to callers - and also at 
several earlier public meetings, 
Owens Valley Engineer Jim Wick- 
ser said that DWP's delinquent 
customers will be dealt with, 
that their water service will 
"definitely" be cut off. DWP 
opponents on the other hand say 
that no one who strikes should 
hold any real fears of a DWP 


turnoff; that "if everyone 
sticks together" the strike 
will be effective. 

A few strike proponents had 
also put some hopes in the 
county health department - that 
the health people would not 
allow cutoffs for health rea¬ 
sons. But a health department 
spokesman said the department 
would be of very little help, 
that there is no county ordin¬ 
ance that prohibits a water 
cutof f. 

Meanwhile, a number of south¬ 
land editors were watching de¬ 
velopments in the strike; most 
were holding off, but asking 
local news people to tip them 
off "immediately" if and when 
DWP actually turns off some¬ 
one's water because of an un¬ 
paid or only partially paid 
bill. In recent months a number 
of southland media outlets have 
become increasingly sympathetic 
to Owens Valley's difficulties 
with DWP. ■ 


For fast response 

to service calls.. 

CAL GAS is totally 
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Count on us for: 

• Propane Supply 

• Safe Installations 

• Planned Deliveries 

• Trained Service 



CAL GAS - BISHOP, Inc. 


• N. MAIN STREET 

• LONE PINE- 


MAMMOTH-934-6333 


Call 873-6371 
- 876-4420 


Ready to serve your prepane needs. 
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Wally's View 


IT'S 4 AM. At this cold hour there is no life visible in Mammoth 
Lakes village. The thermometer reads a degree or two below the 
zero mark. The only sound comes from the high-pitched whine of a 
Greyhound Bus lumbering heavily to its drop. Once in the parking 
lot where the Inyo-Mono Bank, Snow's Corral and the postoffice 
are located, there is a rush of air as the driver sets brakes. 
Three sleepy passengers 


Charleston 


step onto frozen ground and in 
seconds, the cold is biting 
their toes through flatland 
shoeleather. The youngster 
seeks out a doorway. The driver 
pulls out luggage and skis, sets 
them on the ground and bids them 
goodnight. Dad walks briskly to 
the paystation phone on the wall 
by the Post Office. He drops a 
dime, dials the number for a cab 
and cusses shortly when he loses 
the dime. He failed to read the 
behind-the-*times phone direc¬ 
tions. When he finally gets 
through, he discovers no cabs 
are running at this late hour. 
Again he cusses. After a guick 
conference with the wife, now 
huddled with the youngster who's 
teeth are chattering and lips 
are turning slightly blue. Dad 
goes to the phone again. He 
dials operator and asks to be 
put through to the county sher¬ 
iff. He describes the call an 
emergency. In minutes a deputy 
responds and the family is 
loaded into a county vehicle 
and taken to their shelter. Dad 
is damn mad and so are all the 
other passengers dumped out in 
the dead of night in the freez¬ 
ing cold by Greyhound. The 
farce has existed for months. 

The Mono Supervisors know about 
it. Many have registered com¬ 
plaints and though an emergency 
exists, none of our local rep¬ 
resentatives seem to be able to 
or want to - solve the prob¬ 
lem. The Supervisors are doing 
nothing to help. And doing noth¬ 
ing ain't gonna make the prob¬ 
lem go away... 

****** 

THE BUS STOP ISSUE IS just 
one hurdle The Mammoth Lakes 
Chamber Of Commerce is fighting 
desparately to get over. You 
see, the Chamber has a short 
bankroll, little or no staff, 
and an eroding communication 
with public officials. To some 
degree the predicament has caus¬ 
ed a portion of members to lose 
enthusiasm and salt the town and 
county with rumors that the 
Chamber may disband. Topping 
that, the Mono Supervisors say 
that the crucial assistance 


funding the Chamber has received 
from the county over the years 
may have been illegal. It may be 
discontinued. That would leave 
the Chamber flat broke. 

Chamber President, Dan (The 
Mogul) Haydon has had a mumber 
of emergency meetings over the 
past few months with top members 
of his board. They've outlined 
pressing priorities. Haydon 
feels the Chamber has to be 
jolted into coming together. It 
needs new blood. New money. More 
volunteer work on the part of 
present members. Mail resembles 
a small mountain, some unanswer¬ 
ed since October. Haydon is de¬ 
termined to correct things, much 


of which he inherited when he 
took over. 

As a start, Haydon lined up 
the TV crew of Weeknight (Chan¬ 
nel 3, Sacramento) for a full 
week's coverage of Mammoth. For 
prime time viewing. Bob Murphy 
and Mel Boyd were given the Roy¬ 
al Red Carpet Treatment: a din¬ 
ing tour, Heli-skiing and what 
life's like if you're a ski-bum. 
Great entertainment. Super pub¬ 
licity. The News Service tagged 
along on Channel 3's Whiskey 
Creek coverage and had the plea¬ 
sure of running into a beautiful 
visitor, Vicki Carr. On-the-ball 
manager, John Eastman arranged 
for the photos. But what it all 


Photo: 

Wally Charleston 


Singer Vicki Carr and Kay Charleston 

running into a beautiful visitor 
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After the excitement, HaydQn 
thanked Bill and Lois (Union 
76) Melton for staying buried 
up to their elbows in Chamber 
paperwork backed up since Octo¬ 
ber, 79. He thanked others, who 


voiced large support for the 
Chamber in 1980. He welcomed 
Rusty Gregory of Heli-Ski and 
Attorney Mike Ross into the 
fold. Kerry (Mono Herald - who 
did show up) Watkins drew wild 


applause when he said something 
boring like he'd participate in 
Summer again this year. And 
that was about it. The enthusi¬ 
asm is there to have a great 
Chamber. The members want it. -» 


boils down to is Haydon's been 
good for the Chamber. 

Early in the month, Chamber 
members showed up in respectable 
numbers at The Conference Room 
at Sierra Nevada Inn. Walt 
Lotterly was good enough to book 
it for free and there was 
Shakey's (because he's a member 
and his pizza's good) pizza and 
drinks. After going through the 
motions of nominating new board 
members, there were speakers. 
Bill (Chevron) White of AAA is 
getting a towing association to¬ 
gether to curb some of the rip- 
offs the Lakes District Revue 
(who didn't show up) mentioned 
recently. After Bill White spoke 
there was Wayne (no relation) 
White, Mono's new Road Boss. He 
fielded questions on snow remov¬ 
al and dropped the bombshell in 
Mammoth that the airport was a 
"mess" and "the county is with¬ 
drawing." It's another concern 
the Chamber has had and every¬ 
body's jaw dropped as did that 
of E.L. Manor, recently an¬ 
nounced candidate for supervi¬ 
sor . 


Chamber Secretary Paul DeSalvo and outgoing President Haydon 

It boiled down to a good job for the chamber 


Sun Country 

Realty 


Look what we 1 ve got! 

Town House: Two-bedroom, two full baths, 
stream, tennis court. $119,500. 

Large home : Three-bedroom, dining room, 
family room, 1950 Sq. ft. $89,000. 

Fixer-upper: For the do-it-yourselfer, a 
two-bedroom home on R-2 lot. $62,000. 


engineers 


OFFERING: 

• STRUCTURAL 

• SOILS 

• WATER SURVEY AND DESIGN 

• SUBDIVISIONS 

SERVING CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA 


Also: Selection of mobile homes, lots and 
acreage. Look over our listings! 

• For a brighter tomorrow, call us today. 


Suite 4, Town House Motel 


625 N. Main St., Bishop Ca. 93514 <714) 873-7117 


fit THMM ENGINEERING 
UUlUwAfil CORPORATION 

Rt.l, N. Barlow • P.O. Box 84 • Bishop 

Registered Civil Engineers & Licensed Land Surveyors 
Bishop Office 873-3086/3085 Mammoth Office 934-3341 
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IP'S 
Cards 
Posters 
New and used books jj' 

PMCON, 
BOOK 
SMOP/s 

in the patio.l 
Lone Pine Hotel tf'j 
LONE PINE 


Open 
Wed Sun 


The question is: Do they want 

to work at it??? 

****** 

EVERYBODY IN MAMMOTH knows 
Judge Bill Murano. We see him 
at school functions, pumping 
his own gas and explaining to 
the Sheriff’s men that he'll 
keep the matches high so our 
forests will be preserved. 

(This writer has an eight-year- 
old, too) . Murano is running 
I for Superior Court Judge again- 
jst Harry Roberts of Bridgeport 
(who we don't see much of in 
Mammoth). The race promises to 

be a hot one. 

****** 

LEW COVERT, Mono Building 
Inspector was fired Monday, 

Feb. 4 . Attorney Sandra (Toni 
to friends) Medina will do 
battle for him at an upcoming 
hearing. Unjust..? May be. 
Political kind of rumors start¬ 
ing. Covert was vocal in his 
support of Murano, obtaining 
signatures for the Judge on a 
recently circulated Petition In 
Lieu Of Filing Fee. 

****** 

MY FAVORITE LADY in Bridge¬ 
port, Dixie (Country Kitchen) 
Swearengin feeds me every Tues¬ 
day. Some of the news tid-bits 
on board meeting days send me 
to my notebook after lunches. 



GREAT DINING 


SALAD BAR 
& SOUP 


SATURDAY—NEW YORK STEAK 

Nothing changed but the price 

SUNDAY—SWISS STEAK a la Josephine 

Peppers, tomatoes, onions and home fries 


DAILY SPECIALS 

Includes soup or salad bar & hot bread 

MONDAY—MEAT LOAF with vegetables 
and home fries; and an original recipe 

TUESDAY—STEW 

A vegetable and meat potpourri 

WEDNESDAY— THURSDAY 
SPECIAL FROM THE STEAMER 
CRAB LEGS 

FRIDAY—TROUT 
THE MOGUL RAINBOW 

A large boneless trout lightly marinated 

CHICKEN 

Marinated boneless breast of chicken 


MONO FAVORITE 


Located on Mammoth Tave rn Rd. directi' 
behind Safeway. mmmmmZZZZhZZZZZZ 


FRIDAY—TUESDAY- 
VEGETABLE PLATE 

A variety of vegetables freshly steamed with 
your choice of butter sauce or cheese 

No. 10 Mammoth Tavern Road 
934-3039 
Open Daily 

5pm Reservations 



****** 

JUNE LAKE'S KIDS who attend 
Lee Vining High School have 
been given "The Women's Room" 
to study. The book has been the 
subject of much conversation in 
that area, some designating it 
as pornography. Teacher Charlie 
Simis (who married one of his 
students) is on the hot seat, 
thanks to up^in-arms parents. 
****** 

LOOK. FOR SPARKS in the al¬ 
leged burglary charges filed 
against Shelley Williams by 
Sheriff's man Al Tronaas. Shel¬ 
ley has never been convicted of 
a crime, has no background to 
suggest she could be capable of 
activities and her family is 
being very supportive in her 
defense. 

****** 

SPEAKING OF AL TRONAAS, we 
followed him over a twenty- 
four-hour period and three 
fires: Whiskey Creek's ladies' 
restroom where arson is suspec¬ 
ted; Laplander Lodge, a possi¬ 
ble electrical fire; and Big 
Wood. Tronaas may be a little 
overweight but he can move. We 
observed him in the fiery ruins 
of Big Wood dodging falling 
beams and climbing over floors 
and stairs that were dropping 
away from him... 

★★*★★★ 

THE MONO BOARD'S DECISION to 
"withdraw" from the Mammoth/ 
June Lakes Airport on the ad¬ 
vice of County Council Charles 
Barrett, comes as no surprise. 
It's just the beginning of what 
could be an enormous lawsuit. 
Meanwhile, the feeling locally 
is that something must be done 
to keep the airport open and 
maintained. Ranger Adams and 
politicos are huddled in at¬ 
tempts to come up with solu¬ 
tions . . . 

****** 

That's it for now, folks. We'll 
be talking to you soon. 



(Editor 1 s note: Readers 
may be interested in the 
response to the first 
publication of "Wally's 
View"; letters will be 
found in News-Letter's 
"Forum" page.) 
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THERESA HARTOFTOUR 
BUSINESS THESE PEOPLE KNOW 
BETTER THAN YOU DO. 



They’re G)mmunications Consul¬ 
tants for Continental Telephone. 

And they make solving your 
communications problems their 
business. 

You see. our consultants are 
trained to understand the needs of 
businesses like yours. And they’re 
backed up by a full team of tele¬ 
phone communications speci;ilists. 

Together they'll analyze your 
business’s communications 
requirements. For now and for 
the future. Then, working closely 
with you. they’ll develop a sys- 
tern specifically designed to meet 
those requirements. 

Y)u may be surprised how 
many of your business problems 
have communications solutions, 
requiring simple changes in 
operating procedure. 

If additional equipment is 
required, you’ll choose from the 
most modem available, in PBX 
systems ;ind data terminals. 

\bur Communications Consul¬ 
tants will prepare cost figures, 
supervise instillation and see to it 
that your operators are 
fully trained. 

What’s more, they’ll continue to 
w'ork with you for the life of your 
phone system by regularly spot 
checking its efficiency and super¬ 
vising maintenance requirements. 

Call your local G)ntinental 
Telephone Business Office to 
arrange an appointment 

We want to help. Because if 
your communications system isn’t 
working for you. it’s working 
against you.’ 



Continental Telephone 

You can always call on us. 
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Inyo-Mono’s 


Patriotism is 'in' again. 

With the troubles in Iran, and with 
national suspicions confirmed so 
rudely in Afghanistan, there has 
been a kind of re-examination. It 
has revealed to a dovish society that 
soldiers of past, present and 
future wars may after all be valuable 
people. 

College students are actually waving 
the flag again - but that was not 
the case when the Vietnam veterans 
came home, and fnany of them are 
confused and angry about that. 

There are about 900 Vietvets in the 
Inyo-Mono area, "little personal 
islands of discontent, resentment 
and frustration." 


Vietnam 
veteran 
Bill 
Porter 
airs his 
gripes 



"We ’re the black conscience 
of America. ..we came back and 
America treated us like s .... " 






»Vietnam veterans 


They're all home now, those whose bodies 
could be found alive or dead, and the Vietnam 
war as international conflict is over. In Inyo 
and Mono Counties there are an estimated 900 
veterans, survivors and semi-survivors, and for 
a few of these there are battles of another 
kind that rage on. 

The veterans work and live scattered all a- 
long the Eastern Sierra, little personal is¬ 
lands of discontent, resentment and frustra¬ 
tion. A few enjoy success and contented pro¬ 
ductivity, but their days and nights of content 
are always shadowed by memories that many would 
prefer to discard. 

They are not exactly the forgotten heroes, 
they are simply the unrecognized and unapplaud¬ 
ed heroes. They are the ones who would not, or 
could not, split for Canada, and who refused or 
were unable to buy their way out as "students." 

Back home they face problems far different 
from those of the veterans of other wars: eco¬ 
nomic, social, psychological. They had been the 
reluctant stars of television's "Evening News" 
or "Nightly News" for more than a decade - 
brought into the home living rooms in dying 
color. But they were the losers of the war that 
nobody really wanted to think about or deal 
with. 

Some number of them managed to survive un¬ 
wounded in battle, but it seems that few if any 
escaped the uniquely sharp shrapnel of public 
disdain and criticism. 

"My God," said one of them. "When I got off 


the plane at L.A., a girl spit on me! ...And I 
had thought maybe somebody would be glad to see 
me!" And so, for that one at least, the char¬ 
acter of America's welcome home greeting re¬ 
vealed itself early. Now, he pulls up his 
shirt, or his pant-leg, to show you the bullet 
holes and the shrapnel scars. He has locked 
away the medals, five Purple Heart decorations 
that only a very few people are very much im¬ 
pressed with. 

****** 

Perhaps because the war and its causes, its 
meanings and its conduct were unclear, the re¬ 
turning Vietnam veteran was met with a recep¬ 
tion that to this day is also mixed and un¬ 
clear. For most of the vets the wartime experi¬ 
ence was chaotic, baffling. Then and now the 
veterans received or receive little consola¬ 
tion from a timid government and a confused 
populace. Now, many of Inyo-Mono's veterans - 
some of them out of the war for a decade - are 
still trying very hard to find some sense in 
their experiences, some clean-cut and coherent 
explanation which so far has eluded them and 
the people they must deal and live with. 

Having endured the senseless war, surviving 
it more or less, the local veterans seem now 
to be trying very hard to make sure the post- 
Viet experience is one of focus. And in the 
cases where that effort has failed - failed, as 
the veterans themselves understand failure - 
then their sense of disappointment and cynicism 
is really only renewed and deepened. 

****** 

Continued next page 



spit on at the L.A. Interna¬ 
tional Airport... " 



"But if another 
war came up, I'd 
be the first in 
line to 
enlist. .. " 
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S4RADISE 

RESTAURANT! 


Bi'.hop. off Highway 395. Turnoff on Lower Rock Creek 
Road, 12 miles north of Bishop. Phone (714) 387-2370 

• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, WEEKENDS 
CLOSE MON-TUES 


"...FOR MOST OF THE AREA'S VIETVETS, 
EVERYTHING IS NOT A BED OF ROSES 
IN INYO-MONO." 

There exists a broad range of success-fail¬ 
ure stories about Vietnam veterans in the East¬ 
ern Sierra. From unemployed "failure" to se¬ 
cure "success" there runs a common thread: neg¬ 
ative psychological and emotional impact of the 
war. Nearly all of them who were contacted and 
who had anything at all to say (To many, the 
media is tiresome and bothersome? after all, 
that old story has already been rehashed a lot, 
hasn't it?) expressed -one way or the other dis¬ 
appointment and/or guilt about not being treat¬ 
ed like the heroes they are or think they are. 

Post-mortems of the Vietnam war are as plen¬ 
tiful as discarded Purple Hearts. There are as 
many conclusions and explanations of it as 
there are veterans and commentators. The East¬ 
ern Sierra's vets hold widely divergent views 
and feelings about it. Most decline to discuss 
it, having discovered early-on that interested 
listeners or sympathizers are scarce. But in 
talking to those who will express themselves, 
one common truth comes clear: For most of the 
area's Vietvets, everything is not a bed of 
roses in Inyo-Mono. 

The News-Letter had great difficulty in 
finding a point of focus,on Inyo-Mono Vietnam 
veterans, and the reporters who worked on the 
story concluded that it was probably best to 
let a few of the veterans - and the people who 
deal with them - tell it in their own words: 

****** 

Peter Pearson: He is a Vietnam 
vet and a Bishop councilman 

The Vietnam war had a heavy impact on Vete¬ 
ran Peter Pearson - so much so that he is now 
working on a manuscript telling the story of 
his wartime service - and the later reactions 
he has experienced back in the United States. 

Pearson's story would be listed on the 
"success" or "positive" side of the veterans' 
list. He married after returning from the war, 
he has a family, he is now the manager of a 
busy restaurant at Bishop, and he has been 
elected as one of Bishop's city councilmen. But 
the war's impact continues. 

He went into the service in 1968..."It was 
the thing you did then. I volunteered for the 
Marines? I felt it was my responsibility. I 
didn't even know about any dissent over the war 
before I went." Clearly, he later discovered 
the dissent. 

"When I was first over there, some of us 
stayed on the ship during an attack...We heard 
over the loudspeaker 'Rice paddies are two feet 
tall...The water is 18 inches deep...The enemy 
is located.', and I knew that at the same time 
all this was happening that the Paris peace 
talks had started (They were then quibbling 
over such things as what kind of table they'd 
be using for the talks), and then...They 
brought back this guy. He had just gone out. He 
had been gored by a water buffalo, and forty- 
five minutes later they brought him back down 
in a green plastic bag. He was dead. It was 
all so ironic... 

"When I came back, I felt practically like 
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a criminal. I remembered seeing news clips of 
the World War II men coming home from the war 
...parades, ticker tape... everything. But when 
I came home with my corporal stripes there were 
twelve senior citizens waiting with some cook¬ 
ies to meet us. Nobody was cheering... 

"And I remember an old friend seeing me. He 
asked if I had been in the service. I told him 
I had been in Vietnam and he just turned around 
and walked away. I felt guilty because of the 
way people reacted. 

"But I have thought it out. I don't regret 
it. But the country didn't fight to win. When 
there's a war, then they should have fought to 
the utmost." 

Pearson was asked about drugs in the war; 
for him they had presented no problem. He said 
there was a "lot of abuse." He added that many 
of the boys who came into the war later had al¬ 
ready begun using drugs in the United States 
and they continued using them in Vietnam. Drugs 
were readily available to all servicemen and 
"often abused." 

Pearson talks about what he calls the "Viet¬ 
nam Syndrome." He defines it as a sort of state 
of mind that includes the guilt - and a contin¬ 
uing fear of death. In Vietnam Pearson talked 
to himself each night to muster up courage, 
telling himself that "if I make it through the 
night. I'll make it through another day." Part 
of the "night" fear in Vietnam grew out of the 
fact that Vietnamese friendly through the day¬ 
light hours sometimes turned into Vietcong en¬ 
emies at night. "I never saw a Vietnamese enemy 
out in the open," says Pearson, "but I've had 
them shoot at me. And they set booby traps." 

Plainly, Pearson is one of the returnees who 



Vietnam vet Peter Pearson 

"They were kids who made sacrifices that very 
few of the people in this country were will¬ 
ing to make..." 



3 DAYS IN 
LAS VEGAS.. 
..ON US! 


The party's on us! Three days, two nights, in Vegas! 
All expenses paid! This is the offer we're making to 
everyone who buys a home or a condo from Mono County 
Realty...Think about it: Before you move into your 
new home or condo - a few days off for fun! 

Stop in. Let's talk about it - today! 

This offer good through March - from Mammoth's most complete, 
■service real estate companu: Commercial pronerties. 


This offer good through March - from Mammoth's most comp* 
full-service real estate company: Commercial properties, 
business opportunities, houses , condos, lots — ■■■■■■■ 

Mono County (714)934*5*6 

K fn Pine Tree Plaza opposite the Fire ! 


Realty 


fn Pine Tree Plaza opposite the Fire Station 
Mammoth Lakes 
MEMBER MAMMOTH MULTIPLE LISTING 
SERVICE 
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has adjusted comparatively well. But the war, 
in its strange psychological way, does continue 
for him and it interjects itself into his life 
in frightening ways: 

"A thunder and lighting storm came up once, 
and I dove under a table in fear of my life. It 
was the noise of the thunder. It took me two or 
three years to understand why I'd done that, 

. then it suddenly came to me that it was a Viet¬ 
nam reaction. I had heard what sounded like an 
i explosion so I was jumping into a hole and I 
‘was praying that a mortar round wouldn't land 
; on me... 



"Sometimes I have fearful moments because of 
j certain sense-responses - and associations - 
■ loud noises, passing helicopters, the smell of 
; diesel fuel, the smell of certain kinds of 
trash and burning wood. A kind of suppressed 
fear reaction to an unknown and unseen enemy. 

* Sometimes I get angry, almost a rage. It is 
I kind of like holding some great force within 
j you body and not really wanting to let it out. 

Probably it's all the memories and the trials 
I and hardships - and the friends that were left 


-CALL- 

7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 

873-7032 


SfcRRAcTe 


Larpet 
Upholstery 
~ earring _ 


A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. 


STEAM GENIESYSTEM- 

thorough extraction of 
dirt and grime. 


behind on some hill in a strange country many 
years ago..." 

Here, Pearson's voice trails off - and then 
he finds a kind of synthesis, an over-view of 
the war: 

"They were kids...For the most part they 
were kids. They went to Vietnam under very ad¬ 
verse conditions. They went without clean 
clothes sometimes for months at a time. They 
suffered dysentery for weeks on end; they put 
up with jungle rot, red ants, black ants, fly¬ 
ing termites by the millions. Rats, big rats, 
leaches, mosquitoes. Always there were the 
mosquitoes, millions of them. 

"The kids cried some; they wept while they 
carried their dead and dying friends to the 
Medivac helicopters. They were kids who made 
sacrifices that very few people in this country 
were willing to make. 

"Someday, I hope the American people will 
look at us not as baby killers, which I and 
some of the others have been called, but just 
as Americans who went to war truly believing 
that they were protecting our country, our 
friends, our family. We were really willing to 
die for the country. And some of us did." 

****** 


Bill Porter: A kind of loner - 
and a kind of angry patriot 


The listener is struck by the sharp edge. 
of anger that sometimes cuts through the fabric 
of his talk about Vietnam. Usually soft-spoken 
and mild-mannered, he seldom reveals the bit¬ 
terness, but it is there and it asserts itself 
at those times when conversation turns to poli¬ 
tics, government, social issues and economic 
issues. He's a young man - 33 - and he works as 
a cook at Big Pine's Country Kitchen cafe. 
Sometimes when his shift is completed he walks 
over to see and talk to friends that gather at 
Rossi's bar across the way. 

Bill Porter joined the Marines "around '65," 
when he was "about seventeen." He is proud of 
his service in the Marines, but he talks about 
his service in generalities and is wary, usual¬ 
ly, of being directly quoted. But one thing he 
makes explosively clear and he spares no lis¬ 
tener's sensitivities in the open use of four- 



John Boothe 


formic* 


GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
WEED EATERS 
MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 


• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS 

2587 W. LINE 873-4924 

BISHOP 
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letter words: "We didn't ask to go, most of us, 
but America sent us and when we came back, 
America treated us like s...!" 

Porter explained, without regret, that he 
had earned several decorations. Among these 
were no fewer than five Purple Hearts: He was 
shot "several time^'; he stepped on a land mine. 
After the wounds were at least partially heal¬ 
ed he returned each time to the battle line. 

His platoon was pictured in a Life magazine ar¬ 
ticle. When his tour of duty was over, he was 
honorably discharged as a lance corporal. 

Porter's a loner. He has moved around a lot 
ever since he left his home in Warren, Ohio, at 
13. He is cynical about politicians; he is an¬ 
gry at a society that seems to care for very 
little beyond its own self-indulgence. How does 
he feel about his country and it's present in¬ 
ternational crises? What if there were another 
war? 

"I'd be the first in line to enlist," he 
says, and his listener gets the feeling that he 
means it, that there is a true, though perhaps 
untrumpeted, patriotism in the man. Some of Por¬ 
ter's views are expressed in pictures at the 
beginning of News-Letter's veterans' report. 

Ray Genghini: "Wars seem to 
be a separate 'thing'..." 

And another Marine had a few words. He had 
been a Marine sergeant. He maintains a certain 
philsophical outlook”, but the scars become 
apparent more through his words than through 
any external examination. Says Ran Genghini, 
one of the sons of a prominent Philadelphia 
family: "I was one of the victims of the times. 
The people of that time sent me there. I guess 
it was my destiny to go... 

"No matter how the country felt morally a- 
bout the war then or now, they still made the 
decision to go and thereby earned the respon¬ 
sibility for it. They will reap from that de¬ 
cision whatever its rewards are. 

"I cannot condone wars of any kind, of any 


A Complete 
Drug y/ v 
Store. 


> H I 8 



ON MINARET ROAD, 

AT CANYON BOULEVARD 
MAMMOTH LAKES, CA 93546 

PHONE (714) 934-2711 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY 934-6271 

• Cameras. Kodak Film • Revlon Cosmetics • (jilts 
Beer and Wine • Ray Ban Sunglasses • (ironing cards 



Who says 
energy doesn’t 

grow on trees? 

Hundreds of thousands of thrifty homeowners all across 
North America are rediscovering how inexpensive it is to heat 
their homes with wood, a resource that's in plentiful supply. 

And many of those same homeowners are warming up to 
the benefits of heating with the unique Fisher Stove. 

What makes the Fisher Stove so unique is that 
it’s remarkably efficient, thanks to a number of pat¬ 
ented design features. 



Fisher: An idea 
whose time 
has come. 

We can show you a variety of 
Fisher models, all designed to 
save 50% or more on your heating 
bills. And we can answer most 
any question you’ve got about 
heating with wood. 

So whether you’d like to warm 
a single room or your entire 
house, come on in and see what 
makes a Fisher a Fisher. 


307 SOUTH MAIN 


& LIGHTING 


BISHOP 


873-7321 


35 





















































































In Mammoth - 


By Tom 
and Bill 


COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 

• Tune-Ups • Brake Service 

• Tires • Batteries 

• Lubrication 

• Chain Sales & Installation 

• PROPANE • WELDING 


St°P 


in 


an 




next to the Bank of America 
open 7 days a week. 


Tom and Bill 


MAMMOTH 

UNION 76 



934 - 26971 ^^^ 


HWY 203 & LAUREL MTN RD. MAMMOTH LKS. 


nature. Wars seem to be a separate 'thing'... 
a 'something' that has gotten out of control. 
Rational or irrational, caused by man or na¬ 
ture, it doesn't matter a whole lot, not in 
retrospect. When they are over, it's good to 
clean up the mess." 

Has this country cleaned up the Vietnam 
"mess"? Genghini couldn't, or wouldn't, say. 

He is well-educated, of neat appearance. But 
for weeks he was unable to find work, or to keep 
the jobs he found. In the past few days he has 
moved from an apartment he had at Independence 
to live at Bishop; he had found a job with the 
Forest Service at close to minimum wage. 

****** 

Bill Hastings: From Iwo Jima 
to the vet's service office 

Not all the veterans' figures are immediate¬ 
ly available. Vets come and go, and during the 
war itself it was difficult to keep track. For 
instance, some inductees lived in one county, 
or had called it home, then were inducted from 
another county. The best records available - 
for Inyo at least - 
were those released by 
the county's veteran's 
service officer, Bill 
Hastings, himself a 
veteran of World War 
II and the battle of 
Iwo Jima, among oth 
ers, His records show 
that 11 Inyoans died in 
Vietnam. He says that 
among the 640 Vietvets 
who live here now there 
have been a few diffi¬ 
cult readjustments. 

"It was not exactly 
a unified war," says 
Hastings in a deliber¬ 
ate understatement. 

"The American people 
were not behind them. 

There were no big pa¬ 
rades to welcome them 
home. When they re¬ 
entered society, they 
were not considered he¬ 
roes. No warm welcome." 

The "warm welcome" 
of other wars, the ad¬ 
miration, the pats on the back and the remind 
ers of a job well done, may in fact have been 



VSO Hastings 
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the single most important step to a well-inte¬ 
grated readjustment that the veterans of pre¬ 
vious wars had to make. They were exposed to 
the same hardships and horrors, but the welcome 
home and the pride they took in their effort 
sped the readjustment. 

Asked about the psychological problems and 
the evidence of drug abuse among Vietvets, Has¬ 
tings said that "It's not the general rule. 

Most are straight, good, clean and sensible." 

But there is, he acknowledge, a "higher percen¬ 
tage" with problems than there had been after 
other wars. "A lot of that has to do with the 
character of the individual," he said. 

Many veterans have complained of job prob¬ 
lems, indicating what amounts to the presence 
of outright negative discrimination. Hastings 
said he's not sure about that, but he pointed 
out that, nationwide, the young vets have a 
reputation and image of association with drugs. 
"There's no question that they were unfairly 
treated by the news media; TV presented them as 
drug addicts. 

"I've metioned that to employers. And they 
reply that if a veteran comes in with cut hair 
and is clean, there's no problem. But if he's 
sloppy, unshaven, they may have other thoughts." 

Hastings said there are about a dozen or so 
Vietnam veterans undergoing counselling for 
psychological problems. These work through the 
county mental health department. But he believes 
that for every one that has had to seek help, 
there must be two hundred who don't need help." 

The Mono county veterans' experience is simi¬ 
lar, except that fewer, if any, have sought 
help. Mono veterans service officer Art Webb 
said Mono is home to 250-350 Vietnam veterans, 
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but that few have asked for any assistance. 


****** 


Many could not believe that 
someone really wanted to kill them 

Counselling? Well, there's not too much of 
that anymore. Inyo's county psychiatrist is 
Dr. Leo Pisculli, himself a veteran of the 
Vietnam war from 1964-67. While stationed at 
Subic Bay in the Phillippines he counselled 
"hundreds of Vietnam soldiers." 

"They were experiencing a lot of disbelief 
about being shot at, about someone actually 
trying to kill them. There wasn't much of a 
drug problem then, that came later in the war. 
But there was alcoholism, and there was a hys¬ 
teria that sometimes caused blindness or pa¬ 
ralysis. 

"The Marines that came into Vietnam later 
in the war were jumpy because they never knew 
who their enemies were. People they knew and 
dealt with during the day could become Viet- 
cong at night. I have talked to Marines who 
were involved in what they called 'search and 
destroy' missions. They would go into a vil¬ 
lage and wipe out everything - men, women, 
children, chickens, animals ... everything. It 
was hard for these people to enter back into 
society..." 

Shades of My Lai! Americans who for decades 
upon decades have looked on their soldiers 
as conquering heroes, if not avenging angels, 
cannot accept a war in which the realities 
seemed to require the slaughter of women and 
children. But in fact did not the bombers over 
Cologne and Berlin and Tokyo accomplish the 
same thing? And then of course, how about Hiro¬ 
shima? Is there in fact something more noble 
about killing women and children from the im¬ 
personal heights of an airplane at several 
thousand feet? There are those who think that 
the ground slaughter, like it or not, was not 
only necessary (Kids threw hand grenades in 
Vietnam), but perhaps even more honest, in that 
the soldier accepted the decision and dealt 
with it personally. 

****** 

In the years since the war, more and more 
people are beginning a re-examination of it 
and of their attitudes toward it. The North 
Vietnam and Vietcong sympathizers have lately 
been forced into the embarrassing position of 
having to admit (particularly since Cambodia's 
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holocaust), that maybe the United States pre¬ 
sence there was not only needed, but perhaps 
honorable. The movies are beginning to look 
seriously into the condition of the veterans, 
and into the real war. Veterans nowadays are 
more listened to, more respected it would ap¬ 
pear. Maybe, after all, the North Vietnamese 
had in fact lied just a little bit; and maybe 
we should have known it then. 

And, lo and behold, patriotism is 'in' a*- 
gain. College students are actually waving the 
flag, and many young people, including the wo¬ 
men, mind you, say they are ready to go "if 
we have to." 

Iran touched it off. Afghanistan confirmed 
it. Soldiers of any past, present or future, 
American war, may after all be valuable people. 
Or so many people are recently concluding. 

The public officials - es peciall y the pub¬ 
lic officials - are having to look closely at 
the situation. One of these, Inyo's State Sen¬ 
ator Walter Stiern, had a word to say: "There 
are a lot of people still saying 'I don't want 
to lay down my life for Exxon.' Starting up a 
draft is questionable, but registration - just 
to know where people are --might be reasonab¬ 
le." As for Vietnam veterans, Stiern said that 
there has been a lot more discussion about 
special programs for Vietnam veterans, but that 
"nothing has been done." 

But "discussion" itself is an indicator of 
a new attitude, a new conscience. And one won¬ 
ders perhaps that if Veteran Porter got off 
the plane today, returning from a war in the 
Middle East (as has been seriously suggested 
by the president), whether the girl's welcome 
would have been the same? 

, Next time, if there must be a next time, 
which will it be: spitting, or cheering? 

Or just an emptiness everywhere? 
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Strikers picket the Bishop Schat's Bakery plant 

From a mom-and-pop operation into the competitive L.A. 
market, Schat’s had caught the union's attention 


Union man Davis 

"We 've only got three hun¬ 
dred and fifty million dol¬ 
lars left ..." 


NEW BRIEFS Continued 

the strike made its way around 
the two counties, there was a 
noticeable silence from much of 
the news media. To find out 
what was happening, News-Let¬ 


ter's Benett Kessler went to 
the strike scene and she inter¬ 
viewed the people involved in 
the conflict. 

First, she talked to Pete 
Peters, a union business agent; 
the interview follows in part: 

Kessler: What's going on? 
There hasn't been a lot of news 
coverage on this issue? 

Peters: Yes, we know. A re¬ 
porter from your local paper 
came out to the picket line. He 
wanted to take some pictures. 

He talked to us. Then Dan Schat 
came running out, took the fel¬ 
low aside, then the reporter 
left in his car. 

K: How did all this get 
started? 

P: About five years ago...I 
had relatives in Lone Pine, and 
they told me about Schat's Bak¬ 
ery and how the workers there 
wanted to join a union. I drove 
up and talked to the night 
shift. They said they'd like to 
join; that they were unhappy 
with their conditions, and they 
said there was bias, partially 
on a nationality basis. So we 
decided to have an election. We 
held the election, but then the 
Schats told everyone that they 
couldn't afford a union and 
would rather close the bakery. 

So we lost the election. After 
one year, some of the workers 
came down to L.A. and asked for 
another election. But the sec¬ 
ond one was out, too; there was 
a sudden mysterious raid by the 
immigration authorities. The 
bakery filed ten charges against 


Jonn Heston, Benett Kessler 


on but in eight months 
all the charges were thrown out. 
Then the National Labor Rela¬ 
tions Board certified us as the 
legal representatives for 
Schat's workers. The negotia¬ 
tions started a couple of months 
ago. They wanted to give wage 
increases by means of merit in¬ 
creases. That way the supervi¬ 
sors would have the right to 
give a raise to whomever they 
want. But this is against union 
practice; we want the same pay 
for the same work, no favori¬ 
tism. 

We don't want a closed shop. 
He can hire whoever he wants. 
They work thirty days and then 
they come under the union con¬ 
tract. We also offered to 'red 
circle' those who are working 
there now, but who don't want 
to join the union." 

K: Red circle? 

P: ...Long-time employees 
who could continue to work with¬ 
out union membership... 

K: Specifically, what else 
does the union want? 

P: Benefits. Health and wel¬ 
fare for now. But I can't say 
all of it, it's still in nego¬ 
tiations and the longer the 
strike lasts, our position 
might change. 

K: How many joined the pic¬ 
ket line? 

P: After their shift was 
over, about thirty. 

K: Were they mostly Mexicans? 

P: No. Mexican-Americans, 
Mexicans and whites. They pic¬ 
ket in shifts, from two in the 
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morning until twelve-thirty 

p.m. We're going to continue 
picketing until we win. 

K: What about picketers on 
the Schat's trucks at Los An¬ 
geles? 

P: We just started that this 
morning. And we took our case 
to the AFL-CIO, the food and 
drug council and the Teamsters. 
All three said we have a good 
case and they will back us up. 


****** 


On the picket line, a union 
business agent, John Davis, 
said that 33 employees had join¬ 
ed the strike. Davis echoes 
Peters' determined statements 
and he too says the strike may 
be drawn out. Can the union, 
and can the striking employees, 
carry on a lengthy strike? In¬ 
viting Reporter Kessler into 
the union's mobile office park¬ 
ed nearby the plant, Davis pro¬ 
duced a stack of checks, each 
in the amount of $80. These 
will go to strikers. "And next 
week, they'll be getting a hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars a week, 
since the international union 
will kick in five dollars a day 
on a seven-day strike basis." 

Will that be enough, and how 
long will it last, he was ask¬ 
ed? 

"Well, we're down to our 
last three-hundred and fifty 
million dollars," said Davis, 
"and we'll spend it right here 
if we have to." 

Davis was asked about wages 
paid by Schat's Bakery compared 
to union scale. "Most of his 
workers get about three-thirty- 
five an hour, and one woman who 
has worked there ten years said 
she's still only getting five- 
fifty . 

"His products sell at the 
same price as other manufactur¬ 
ers who pay seven or eight dol¬ 
lars an hour. And what has made 
some of the workers unhappy and 
discouraged is the Schats' per¬ 
sonal expenditures: He bought 
three airplanes, two Mercedes 
cars, a new home, and then paid 
ten thousand dollars for a 
house for his horses. But for 
the workers, it might be a nick- 
le or a dime every now and 
then." 

There was little doubt in 
anyones mind about Schat's 
success and his burgeoning en¬ 
terprise. Dan Schat said his 
bakery delivers (by way of a 
fleet of trucks) some 100,000 
units (loaves) each week to the 
southland market. The bakery 
now has under construction still 
another, larger outlet now near¬ 
ing completion on Bishop's Main 
Street. And local sales, as al¬ 
ways, remain steady and growing. 


Dan Schat, approached by 

newsmen, said he'd frankly 
rather "ignore" the strike, or 
any publicity about it. But he 
spoke freely to dispute the 
union claims. "The issue is not 
wages," he said, and he warned 
that if the Schats' Los Angeles 
market is hurt by the strike he 
and his brother, Erick Schat, 
"will close down the Mandich 
Lane facility and concentrate 
on the new place on Main < 

Street." He mentioned plans for 
a restaurant there. "We feel 
strongly about this." Asked if 
he thinks his workers are fair¬ 
ly treated he said "more than 
so," and said that the plant 
has a health plan, a dental 
plan, sick leave arrangements, 
holidays, "and birthdays off." 


union. So he won't s~ign the"’ 
wage agreement unless he gets 
the union in. 

K: And you've replaced the 
workers that went on strike? 

S: All of them have been re¬ 
placed. And the ones replacing 
them have permanent jobs. 

K: What about your L.A. mar¬ 
ket? 

S: They have pickets around 
the trucks in L.A. It's called 
a "secondary boycott." 

K: What do you plan to do? 

S: It's their move. I'm not 
obilgated to do anything. 

K: Why do you think the union 
is moving in? 

S: Our expansion attracted 
them. 

K: How much business do you 
do in the L.A. area? 



Plant Manager Dan Schat 

"If they shut out the L.A. market. I’ll shut the doors." 


Kessler: Well, how is the 

strike going? 

Schat: It's fine. 

K: What is the point of the 
disagreement? 

S: I don't want a closed 
shop. I don't mind having a 
union...but it's a bunch of non¬ 
sense. 

K: Where's the union from, 
and who's here? 

S: It's an L.A. union. Pete 
Peters came here with his hon¬ 
chos, four union bosses. I've 
been in negotiations with them 
for five months. I don't want 
a closed shop. We should have 
freedom of choice, that princi¬ 
ple will be dear to me 'til I 
die. I would mind if the union 
made me fire somebody because 
they didn't want to join the 
union. I think that the wage 
issue is a tactical issue. He 
can not tell the employees that 
he's on strike only for the 


S: We ship a hundred thousand 
loaves a week. About sixty thou¬ 
sand dollars' worth. If they 
back me against the wall on 
this, if they shut out the L.A. 
market. I'll shut the doors. 
We're committed on this. 

Told of Schat's seemingly 
total "committment", Peters re¬ 
plied jovially: "Well, I'm from 
Holland, too. My family was in 
the underground there during the 
war. I want freedom, too, but 
freedom for everybody, not just 
the bosses." 

So far, the "Los Angeles 
market" seems to be holding. 
Davis said one of the company 
trucks had returned here with¬ 
out delivering a load of bread 
to a Von's Market in Los Ange¬ 
les. "That's not true," said 
Schat. "All the trucks are be¬ 
ing unloaded." 

It was beginning to look 
like a long battle ahead. ■ 
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we , 


WE CALLED UP WANTING TO TALK TO THE BIG BOSS, but what we got was an¬ 
other PR man. DWP's Louie Winnard just wasn't available for such as 
as usual, and we were looking for some downtown L.A. comment on the 
bombing of the old DWP Building here in Independence. What we got, like 
it or not, was DWP's Steve Hinderer (He's the feller that took a very, 
very sudden negative interest in our Channel 7 
news report on who got fired for what reason 
from what radio station in the valley). "We 
certainly deplore the incident," says Steve. 

Well, we kind of figured the DWP wasn't exact¬ 
ly ecstatic about molotov cocktails crashing in 
on its sacred confines, but we were really 
looking for something more substantive, like, 
for instance, is this an indication of the be¬ 
ginning of a hot war? "No," Steve assured us, 

"We hope this is an isolated incident." 



Well, from what we have been able to get, it 
was not an isolated incident. When asked if DWP 
officials had asked him to withhold information 
on vandalism incidents, Sheriff Floyd Barton 
said, "No". He did say that such incidents 
would not necessarily be made public unless a 
complaint were filed. Barton said that he did 
have "a conversation with Jim" Wickser about 
reporting vandalism on city property. But we 
know of our own knowledge of several incidents. 
We also know that the media won't be getting 
very much information from DWP officials, and 
certainly not from mere PR types. For instance, 
we have a copy of the minutes of a DWP staff 
meeting at Bishop in which is contained a di¬ 
rect quote from DWP Owens Valley engineer Jim 
Wickser. At that meeting Wickser told his peo¬ 
ple that incidents of vandalism should be re¬ 
ported to the sheriff's office but "not dis¬ 
cussed on the radio at all." Heaven forbid, 

Jim, Would I, the shy and delicate lady of Inyo 
radio news, report on a thing like that? 

Here is a partial list of vandalism so far - 
and mind you, it's only a sampling: DWP car 
and truck windows smashed, bags of concrete 
stolen from a DWP warehouse (and other bags of 
concrete dumped into at least one water meter), 
rifle and pistol shots into DWP's isolated 
pumps - and now, Godhelpus, molotov cocktails 
whizzing through the air, 


****** 


DWP is of course operating on the 1950's and 
6 Q''S idea that the media is always unfair, that 
the people (either here or in LA) have no right 
to know what 1 s happening, and that if it's not 
reported (Shades of Tricky Dick Nixon) maybe 
it'll go away. It is the view of most profes¬ 
sional newspeople that if an organization, a 
conglomerate, or a public agency or official 
can't speak with honest candor, then clearly 
it has something - maybe a lot - to hide. 

It is also obvious that the Department of Water 
and Power, and even some local public offi¬ 
cials, have put their heads in the sand and 
have hoped that things will somehow work out 
fine if it's covered up. What we call the cat's 
sandbox theory. In following that line, even 
further tensions have been created, and many 
officials have clearly underestimated the re¬ 


active tendencies, and destructive abilities, 
of the public. In Inyo County people are ter¬ 
ribly frustrated, terribly angry. It is the 
view of many that the minute a strong leader 
turns up - and a few of these seem to be evol¬ 
ving - then DWP may have a lot more on its 
hands than a couple of lawsuits. "Deploring" 
incidents won't solve the problems. Why, for 
instance, were the press and television, "ab¬ 
solutely" forbidden to take pictures of the 
fire bombing? (You'll see ours in the bombing 
story reported elsewhere in these pages.) 

****** 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: The couple you 
see over on the opposite page have apparently 
weathered all the big storms - for 50 years. 
They are Ben and Millie Keeney who celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary this month. A 
lot of people around Independence and north to 
Aberdeen know them as "the mail people", they 
have delivered Independence's Star Route for 
21 years. And in that time they've made a lot 
friends, as evidenced by what they found one 
morning when they were delivering the mail: 
Boxes along the way were decorated with ribbon 
and wedding bells and greetings and congratula¬ 
tions. A nice way to say thanks from apprecia¬ 
tive boxholders. The Keeney's began their Star 
Route service back in 1959. Says Ben: "We had 
been married for 30 years then...We were just 
kids. " 

****** 

YES, that was Mono County Supervisor Gene Han¬ 
son that you've seen at the Bishop Airport. 
Hanson is a certified "flight designator." 

We're not sure what that is, but he flies with 
pilots who are working on their licenses. 

****** 

SOLAR HEATED, BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED and (you can 
count on this) well-constructed. That's the new 
house going up on Lone Pine's west §ide (Portal 
Road area) for A1 and Dorothy Bonnefin. She's 
the real estate lady (Century 21), he's the 
construction man (Inyo Building). It's a modr 
roomy place with lots of picture-window 
views of the mountains. Design credit goes to 
Dick Irwin and Bob Slater. Completion date and 
housewarming: undetermined as yet. 

****** 

SOURCES UP NORTH tell us that a few Mono County 
construction firms are miffed (but only quietly 
mumbling or complaining) about what amounts to 
pay-offs for building permits. Not just a 
straight cash pay-off, understand, but one that 
goes something like this: "If you want to get a 
building permit then you'll have to do a little 
extra paving here or there, or extend this or 
that road," etc. That way, the powers that be 
can demand a few favors without getting scored 
for a "pay-off." We'll ask Our Man in Mono - 
Wally - to look into this. But he'll find tough 
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going in trying to get the builders to complain 
openly about it; they fear that if they talk, 
they may not get any permits at all - or so 
says our own source. 

****** 

WELCOME TO THE INYO-MONO media family: Joshua 
Crabtree who recently joined the staff of the 
county's weekly newspapers published by Chal- 
fant Press. We're told that Publisher Todd 
Watkins may assign Josh, a good combination re¬ 
porter-photographer, to some stories in South¬ 
ern Inyo where Chalfant coverage has been less 
than complete lately. 

****** 

SPEAKING OF COVERAGE, don't look for much DWP 
news to be aired in any news that might come 
over Big Pine’s Channel 3 TV cable. The cable 
system and equipment is located (like damn near 
everything else) on a DWP lease, and the word 
is out that Cable Owner Roy Mayhugh won't be 
getting into any controversies with DWP. 

****** 

DWP SWINGS ITS WEIGHT AROUND, alright. We're 
told (Nobody admits or denies it) that some BP 
school officials allowed the Concerned Citizens 


Committee the use of some school chairs for a 
3-C meeting to talk about the water issue; but 
that the school officials wanted to keep it 
quiet in order not to offend the L.A. powers. 
Why? Well, you see, the school playing field is 
a DWP lease, too. And DWP (Applause, please) 
also uses its own equipment to keep up the 
field. 

****** 

STICK SCHTICK: The young fellow pictured here¬ 
abouts with what looks like a two-by-four with 
runs in its hosiery is in fact playing, well, a 
"stick." It sounds something like the offspring 
of a guitar and a harp, with a concert grand 
grandfather, and the artist making those un¬ 
usual and pleasant sounds is young Jim Lampi. 
Lampi created something of a sensation at a lo¬ 
cal bistro one recent evening after his brother 
- Mammoth Lawyer Bill Lampi - "called in about 
five friends to hear him play." About 30 act¬ 
ually arrived at the Normandy Inn north of 
Bishop ( and just south of Mammoth), and the 
evening turned into nothing less than a media 
event. Television cameras whirred under the 
bright floodlights to film Lampi and his music- 


San Diego's CBS TV covers a stick schtick in Mono 

Mammoth Lawyer Bill Lampi "called only about five 
friends" to hear his brother play at Mono's Norm¬ 
andy Inn. 


Jim Lampi 
and his 
"stick" 


"like a 
two-by-four 
with runs.." 


al friends as they held forth for local fans. 
Lampi's "stick" was a hit, to say the least. 
Host and hostess to the party were Normandy Inn 
owners Suzanne and John Olson (add to our VPP 
list). Talk about good PR! They know how to 
deal with the media, as it turned out. During 
Lampi's show, a couple of fast-breaking news 
stories came in and so we tied up the Normandy 
telephone for two hours getting a radio news¬ 
cast together. Side-note: The phone's in the 
kitchen, so I leaned, sat, stpod and paced up 
and down the kitchen all that time, and for 
whatever it's worth, the Normandy kitchen has 
got to be the most complete, clean, sparkling 
culinary center I've seen in ages. 


















CAPRICE CLASSIC • IMPALA • MONTE CARLO • MALIBU • CAMARO 


NOVA • MONZA• CHEVETTE • CORVETTE ■ WAGONS ■ R V 'S 


LONE 

PINE 


Stop in and see Steve and these three 
winners - Chevettes and a Citation . 
Steve's the new owner at Miller Chevrolet 


1935 MAIN STREET 
Telephone 876^5551 

Before you buy, check our deals 


SO, OKAY, I hand out a free plug every now and 
then. Escargots, anyone? 

****** 

WE CAN'T FIND EVEN ONE COUNTY OFFICIAL nervy 
enough to make a commitment on the Inyo water 
users strike. They're not saying whether 
they're going to pay the outrageous bills or 
not. But one high official did go so far as to 
say that if the people don't go on strike now 
and refuse to pay the metered rate, that their 
stand won't be "consistent," and that the move- 
rosnt against the meters (legally and otherwise) 
would be "intellectually defective." And a few 
people are in fact selling out: Discovering 
that their bills are in fact lower than the 
flat rate, they're paying the billed amount - 
to save two bucks or three. When summer comes, 
they'll be stuck, and they'll deserve it. 

****** 

WE'YE BEEN ASKED OUR VIEWS on paying the meter¬ 
ed rate water bills. Well, okay, here's mine: 
Pay the flat rate only, even if your bill (for 
now) is a little less than the flat rate. Later 
on, when DWP wants to negotiate intelligently 
and honestly, we'll support up to a 20% in¬ 
crease over the flat rate. 

****** 

DON'T KXD YOURSELVES; Those meters, or a lot of 
them, are grossly inaccurate. We've seen one 
that can be increased merely by tapping on it - 
or by the vibration of a passing car. 

****** 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH: From Big Pine's Mike Rossi 


who probably is the one who has best articulat¬ 
ed the real problem with Inyo's lack of organi¬ 
zation in its fight with DWP. He had attended 
a water meeting and had this comment about it: 
"At least three people got up and said the same 
thing - and then they argued about it!" Yep, 
that's our trouble alright. 

****** 

PERSONAL VENDETTA MAYBE? Late in the month, 
the Inyo board voted a measure to hire a 
'county counsel,' this over the protest of 
the district attorney, L.H. "Buck" Gibbons. 

The decision may be a throwback to last sum¬ 
mer when Gibbons (and practically every other 
intelligent legal mind in the county) advised 
against an administration sellout to DWP on 
the "agreement" issue. Gibbons has proven to 
be an effective hard-liner in DWP dealings. 

It is possible, even probable, that a county 
counsel, one without his own political base, 
would be more "manageable" and under the heel 
of the board. Replacement of Gibbons in the 
water fight would be bad news, and his sup¬ 
porters should rally round - quick before we 

****** 

But may the news in your day be good news ev^ 
er * da *. - Sincerely^Tj/ 


Telling it like it is.... 

Hear all the important area news each day 
with Benett Kessler and Sandy Harrison at 
7:05, 8:05, 12:05 and 5:05. KIOQ-FM 100. 


MILLER 

CHEVROLET 
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WATCH OUT 


Bureaucrats and politicians - and lots of just plain folks - have learned that they can make a bad 
situation look better, or a very acceptable situation look awful, by calling it something other than 
what it really is. These people acquired entire new vocabularies using words that intentionally dis¬ 
tort or lie, or, worse yet, words that say nothing at all when something needs to be said; vocabular¬ 
ies in short that are self-serving, vocabularies full of "code" words. Euphemisms. 

Now in Inyo County a new "code" word has appeared. It is 


"LIMITED GROWTH" 


In two surveys taken here the population expressed a majority view clearly favoring "limited growth." 
The surveys indicated the presence of a strong political base holdina that view. But now another qroup, 
a very small minority that favors not "limited growth," but NO-growth, wants to make an appeal to that 
majority's votes, and so the NO-growth people have attempted to conceal their real intentions by tell¬ 
ing people that they too support "limited growth." 

But their actions reveal their real meaning to the term "limited growth." For instance, they go be¬ 
fore boards and planning hearings and, so far, they have blocked every project to provide much-needed 
low-cost housing. Lately, the NO-growth types, still parading behind a banner of "limited growth," 
have even man ged to stack some of those boards with their own super-conservative brand of "planners. 

Wl_ do they do this? Because they already have substantial homes and (for now) secure jobs; now that 
they are safely "in," they want to close the gate on everybody else. They couldn't care less about old¬ 
er people, people on fixed incomes, and younger people with families - the working people. 

Your own job, your own future home, seems now to be in their hands. Any kind of economic growth, 
including jobs and housing, is no longer just "limited," it is blocked. All this in the name - another 
use of "code" words - of "conserving the environment." Ask yourself this: When YOUR house or apartment 
was built, did it REALLY damage the "environment," or the "quality of life"? 

The solution: The next time you're asked to sign a "limited growth" petition, or the 
next time you talk to a public official, or get stopped by one of these "limited growth" people, let 
them know that you are aware of their real intentions, that you know something about "code" words that 
they use to confuse you, and that you know something about plain English. 

"Limited growth" in their terms means NO-growth. It is dangerous, placing all growth, all construc¬ 
tion, all progress and county independence into a state of stagnation. It also makes any growth what¬ 
ever the exclusive right of an elite and favored few. Don't be fooled: Watch out for "code" words. 
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